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  Grand Knight Corner 
As of July 1, 2021, I am finishing my run as the Grand Knight of our popular, energetic and successful  
Sacred Heart Council 1847.  As I look back, I am proud and overjoyed to be the Grand Knight of such a  
wonderful and amazing group of Knights in the 1847 and with our surrounding Parish.  I am especially  
grateful of our working relationship and partnership with Fr. Brian, Fr. Jack, Deacon Guy, Karen  
Ackles, Terry Kerr and the entire St. Mary's Parish.  I’ve also enjoyed working with, Erin, the Director and  
Paul, the chef, at the Franklin Sr. Center and the High School Guidance counselors and high school  
applicants and volunteers. It has been a fun ride throughout my 7 years as a Franklin Knight.  Wow, what great fun its been 
having success with SVDP fundraising, the famous Pie events, the Free Throw events, the Cookouts, the Christmas parties, 
our Social meetings at Alumni (how about those Wings) the KOC and Deceased Knights Masses, the Blood Drives, the 
Tootsie Roll drives, working as Ambassadors and the acknowledging and assisting our Sr. Knights ...Tony G. Bob Brown, Don 
Carpentier and Bob Catalano, the awesome Membership drives, the good times at the State Conventions, the 
acknowledgement of our deceased Knights by presenting our Bible and prayers to these families, the gaining of new 
members and raising in the ranks of all our Knights especially to the 4th degree ...our Sir Knights., the teaching and mentoring 
by Brian Healy – for our EPIC pies and the fine relationship, coaching and mentoring by Charlie Spath our current DD and 
other Brothers like Tom Seery, Jim Campbell, Scott Kyle, Frank Fontana, Ed Crivello, Mike Perkins, Phil Prescott, Don Parker, 
Mike Federico, Matt McGrath, Bob Brown, Tony Gromelski, Don Carpentier, Bruce Hurst, Peter K., Steve Foley and one of my 
all time favorite and my successor – Mike Swan.  There are so many memories since I joined but if I had to pick some 
favorites, it would the  EPIC Pies event and as well as the hugely successful 100th Anniversary Mass, Dinner and published 
magazine on the history and growth of the Sacred Heart Council 1847; very special to have celebrant Cardinal O' Malley in 
attendance. I will continue to be an active member of our Council 1847.  And, I am taking on a new assignment ... District 
Deputy working for our State Deputy Mike Lesperance. 
So, thank you to all and I am so grateful for your help, team work support and friendship. 
Hooray for our best in the State of MA – our own KOC Sacred Heart Council 1847 in Franklin, MA....  
Brothers for life. 
Jim Lane  
 

 

 

 

It was yet again, a busy time over the past few months.  We 
conducted our yearly St Vincent DePaul fundraiser, selling stop and 
shop gift cards both in person and on-line generating a good amount 
of funds for those less fortunate; our efforts were also highlighted on 
the Massachusetts KoC website – a nice surprise! 
We held a blood drive and collected over 35 pints of blood for the Red 
Cross and their efforts – brining our total pints to just over 130!   
We’ve been able to resume business meetings in person as well as 
over zoom.  We tried to have a social meeting or two but our favorite 
spot has closed intermittently – but we are 
excited to have a cookout on June 16 at 
Frank Fontana’s house – hope you can  
make it! 
Finally, we ended May with a beautiful  
Memorial Day Mass.  Many thanks to  
Tom Seery who spent his time cleaning up 
the gravesite remembering past Knights as  
well as the site for unborn children.   

  



 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 
The Knights of Columbus 1847 Franklin are 
proud to announce the winners of this year’s 
College Scholarship 2021, Congratulations to 
Grace Bonacci and Benjamin Moccia! Each will 
receive $1000.00.  Both of these 
accomplished students are graduates of 
Franklin High and active members of the St 
Mary’s Parish Community.  Their achievements 
were especially noteworthy amongst the many 
wonderful talented candidates that applied for 
the 2021 scholarship award.  We wish Grace 
best of luck as she goes onto University of 
Connecticut in the fall and Benjamin will 
attend Fairfield University in the fall.  

Scholarships!!! 

I would like to personally thank Jim Lane for his strong leadership and guidance these past 2 
years as our Grand Knight, he has set the bar high for our goals and aspirations. I have no 
doubt we will continue to serve the community in any way we are called upon to do so.   
I want to congratulate our elected board members that will be serving for FY21-22.  I am 
honored to be elected Grand Knight and will do my best to continue forward with all the worthy 
and charitable deeds for which this council is noted. 
-Mike Swan 
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We made it 
to the Mass 
KoC website. 

Recently, the council agreed unanimously to donate to St John’s Seminary and they were 
kind enough to send us a representative to talk to us about vocations.  Mr Patrick 
O’Connor, who grew up in Dedham, addressed the council about the importance of 
vocation, sharing his experiences and spoke of his calling to the priesthood.  It was an 
inspiring talk, enjoyed by all.   

 
Mr Patrick 
O’Connor, 3rd 
Theology 

Pray for 
our Priests 



 

A great book recommendation from Fr 
Jack: 
Matthew Kelly,  I Heard God Laugh: A 
Practical Guide to Life’s Essential Habit. 2020 
Matthew Kelly encourages us to include 
prayer in our everyday life.  He writes clearly 
about prayer and supplies his rules for the 
prayer process. Kelly suggests that we 
reflect upon our images of God.  He asserts 
that there is an interplay between our 
images of God and our images of ourselves. 
Kelly summons us to begin to pray and to 
show up every day in spending time with our 
God. I suspect that the late Father William 
Barry, S.J. would endorse Kelly’s book for 
taking the first steps in viewing prayer as our 
friendship with God. 
 
 

Hope you find yourself relaxing on a beach or sitting 
pool side with a good book in your hands.  Here are a 
few suggestions from fellow Knights: 
-The Brothers Karamazov – a classic that’s still great 
today 
-Enders Game – a quick, sci-fi read that’s considered 
a military classic 
-The Pioneers – David McCullough dives into post-
Revolutionary War as New Englanders drive West 
-Zero Fail – a great read about the history of the 
secret service over the past few decades, from JFK to 
present day 
-American Assassin – a great Vince Flynn book! 
-Never Split the Difference – a business book, but 
from the perspective of a high stakes FBI negotiator.  
-Life of Christ – Fulton Sheen digs into the Gospels 
and the life and importance of Jesus and His ministry 
-Life of Pi – a fictional, fascinating book that follows a 
boy afloat at sea 
   

 

We will have our monthly business 
meeting on June 3rd in the lower hall 
and simultaneously on Zoom.  We 
will pause business meetings in July 
and August.   
Frank Fontana has  
graciously agreed to host  
our social meeting in his backyard 
on June 16th from 6:30 to 9:00.  
Dinner to be served – feel free to 
bring a dessert and a beverage and 
enjoy the time!  

Hope to see you soon!

 

 

 

 
 
St Thomas More was named by Pope John Paul II 
as the patron saint of political leaders in large part 
because of his defense of Christ in the face of 
political pressure.  More, the Chancellor of 
England, was pressured by Henry the VIII to 
acknowledge Henry as the supreme head of the 
Church of England as well as to recognize his 
divorce and remarriage.  Under intense pressure, 
More was being asked to deny Truth but couldn’t 
and reseigned as Chancellor.  Henry would not 
stand for it and imprissoned More in the Tower of 
London, tried More and beheaded him.  More was 
known as a   cheerful and aimable man and even 
prior to his execution, he was known to have said: 
“Stop!  I must put my beard aside.  It would be a 
shame to chop it off.  After all, my poor beard is 
not accused of treason.”   
If you find a moment, I’d recommend watching A 
Man for All Seasons and pay attention to the 
contrasting character in Richard Rich who clearly 
defines success in worldly ways without a care for 
his fellow man.   
“Every triublation which ever comes our way 
either is sent to be mdeicinal, if we will take it as 
such, or may become medicinal if we will make it 
such, or is better than medicinal, unless we 
forsake it.” 
St Thomas More –  
   Pray for us! 

Profile of a Saint” 
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