FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

L’

A H

'SQWER
WENT-QUT TO

SOW.”

MATTHEW 13




JULY 12, 2026

i, p
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday: 4:00pm Sunday: 7:30am and 10:30am
Monday - Friday 7:00am
Wi-Fi: StMarysChurchMesh Password: STMarysGuest
Weekend Masses Live Streamed at: stmarysfranklin.org

RECTORY HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

PASTORAL STAFF
Pastor: Very Rev. Robert A. Poitras V.F.
pastor@stmarysfranklin.org
Parochial Vicar: Rev. John Tanyi
parochialvicar@stmarysfranklin.org
Deacon: Deacon Ron Gerwatowski
gerwat@verizon.net

Pastoral Associate: Leo Racine
pastoralassociate@stmarysfranklin.org

RECTORY STAFF
508-528-0020

Finance & Operations Manager:
businessmanager@stmarysfranklin.org

Secretary: Jennifer Lance
secretary@stmarysfranklin.org

Music Director: Dr. Krishan Oberoi
krishan.oberoi@gmail.com

Cemetery Caretaker: Joe Spencer
508-498-8271

150th Anniversary Director: John Ristaino
150director@stmarysfranklin.org

FAMILY FAITH FORMATION
508-528-1450
201 Main Street, Franklin, MA 02038
Director: Jim Flanagan
jflanagan@stmarysfranklin.org

Secretary: Liz Bertoni
reled.secretary@stmarysfranklin.org

ASSISTANCE TO THOSE IN NEED
St. Vincent De Paul: 508-918-2291

PARISH REGISTRATION
Online at www.stmarysfranklin.org or call the office.
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Baptism

Baptisms are held on Sunday at 12:30pm. First time
parents need to attend a Baptism Class held by
Deacon Ron. Classes are held one evening each
month via Zoom. To schedule a Baptism email:
baptism@stmarysfranklin.org or call: 508-528-

0020. To schedule a Baptism Zoom Class, contact
Deacon Ron at: gerwat@verizon.net

Penance

Penance/Reconciliation is held each Saturday from
8 to 9 a.m. in the Chapel’s Reconciliation Room and
by appointment, anytime.

Marriage

Couples planning to be married at St. Mary should
schedule their wedding one year in advance and
attend a Marriage Preparation program. Please call
the Parish office at 508-528-0020 to arrange a
meeting with the priest in preparation for marriage
and schedule a date.

OCIA - Order of Christian Initiation of Adults

If you are interested in become a Catholic, please
call the Rectory at 508-528-0020.

Eucharist for the Homebound

If you have a family member or friend who is
unable to attend church due to age or infirmity, we
will provide pastoral visits. To set-up visits, please
call the rectory or email the Pastoral Associate at:
pastoralassociate@stmarysfranklin.org.

Anointing of the Sick

If you or a loved one would like the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick, please call the Parish Offices
at 508-528-0020. For after hours Emergency
Anointing of the Sick please call 508-528-0020 and
select Emergency Anointing of the Sick. Please do
not leave messages on this line.
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Mary Queen of Heaven Missionaries

This weekend, Sr. Gliceria Cruz of the Mary Queen
of Heaven Missionaries from the Philippines will
speak at each Mass. These sister rescue as many
women and children locked into the sex trafficking
trade due to poverty. They provide food, shelter,
education and training in a respectable trade. We
ask that you be generous to help these
missionaries in their worthy cause.

Itis impossible to identify with the harrific
day-to-day life experienced by those
trafficked into prostitution, espnca\ at

Missionaries.

Against impossible odds, these girls fight
valiantly to survive and thrive as they begin
their journey in the

Home of Lave Rehabilitation and
Livelihood Shelter.
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Readings for the week of July 12, 2026

Sunday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14/Rom
8:18-23/Mt 13:1-23 or 13:1-9

Monday: Is 1:10-17/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23/
Mt 10:34-11:1

Tuesday: Is 7:1-9/Ps 48:2-3a, 3b-4, 5-6, 7-8/Mt
11:20-24

Wednesday: Is 10:5-7, 13b-16/Ps 94:5-6, 7-8, 9-10,
14-15/Mt 11:25-27

Thursday: Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19/Ps 102:13-14ab and
15, 16-18, 19-21/Mt 11:28-30

Friday: Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8/Is 38:10, 12abcd, 16/
Mt 12:1-8

Saturday: Mi 2:1-5/Ps 10:1-2, 3-4, 7-8, 14/Mt
12:14-21

Next Sunday: Wis 12:13, 16-19/Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-
16/Rom 8:26-27/Mt 13:24-43 or 13:24-30

READINGS THIS WEEK

Saturday, July 11

4:00pm Donna Oteri

Sunday, July 12
7:30am

10:30am

Victoria Kachenmeister
Officer Stephen LaPorta

Monday, July 13

7:00am Lena Fandetti
Tuesday, July 14

7:00am

Wednesday, July 15

7:00am Patricia Malnati
Thursday, July 16

7:00am
Friday, July 17
7:00am

Delores Narducci

Saturday, July 18

4:00pm Rinaldo and Dora DeVito
Sunday, July 19

7:30am Janet A. Delaney
10:30am Anthony and Jen Carrano

There were no Baptisms last weekend, due to the
Independence Day Holiday Weekend.
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Catholic Women'’s Club 2026 Scholarship Recipient

Each year, The St. Mary Catholic Women’s Club awards a scholarship to graduating a senior from St.
Mary Parish. This year, a $1,000 scholarship was awarded to Peyton Dwyer. Peyton will be
attending St Anselm College in Manchester, NH and plans to double major in Elementary Education
and Dance. We wish Peyton the best of luck as she begins her studies this fall.
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SAINT MARY'S

" Zoom Rosary

c Deacon Guy continues a Zoom Rosary every Monday night at 7:00pm. This is open to
parishioners, family & friends from all communities. You are welcome to join, relax, pray and/
or and just listen. Link info is on the Parish Web Site under Parish Life and Prayer. For more
information contact Deacon Guy at: deaconguy@verizon.net.
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GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
Matthew 13:1-23

Sometimes | feel capable of absorbing almost anything except God’s Word. My mind soaks up song lyrics,
sports trivia, and endless online content. But what was the reading at Mass this morning? | struggle to recall.
That realization discourages me, and it leads to an uncomfortable question. What is my heart really for? Is it
shaped for constant information and distraction, or is it truly designed for God? Am | capable of deeply
receiving His Word?

Jesus speaks directly to this today with a simple image. “The seed sown on rich soil is the one who hears the
word and understands it.” By comparing the Word of the Kingdom to a seed, Jesus reveals something
hopeful about us. The human heart is made for that seed. Soil and seed belong together. No matter how
compacted, rocky, or overgrown the ground has become, the Sower never stops sowing.

God loves our hearts. He sees them as a farmer sees his fields, full of potential. Human hearts can indeed
“understand the Word.” Understanding does not mean mastering
information. It means letting the Word sink in, interacting with it, and
giving it a home. It means trusting that, beneath the surface, God is at
work in quiet and hidden ways.

When we allow the Holy Spirit to loosen the soil of our hearts through
prayer, repentance, and simplicity, the same Word that created the
universe begins to bear fruit in us, 30, 60, even a hundredfold.

Lord Jesus, Sower of life, soften the soil of my heart. Let Your Word take
root in me again, and bring forth the fruit You desire. Amen.

— Father John Muir ©LPi

Franklin Food Pantry ‘SNAP Match'
at Franklin Farmers’ Market

The Franklin Food Pantry is sponsoring the SNAP Match program at the Franklin Farmers’ Market, offering an
unlimited, dollar-for-dollar match that doubles the purchasing power for Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP) recipients. Funded through grants and individual gifts, the SNAP Match program lowers the cost of farm-fresh
produce. Households experiencing food insecurity gain greater access to nutritious options. The program also
supports local vendors and regional agribusinesses.

Any household registered with SNAP, regardless of their resident town or state, can participate in the SNAP Match at
the Franklin Farmers’ Market. Before shopping, bring your SNAP EBT card to the Franklin Food Pantry booth. And the
representative will swipe the SNAP EBT card and “match” the chosen amount dollar-for-dollar in SNAP Tokens.

For more information on the SNAP Match program, please visit the Franklin Food Pantry booth at the Franklin Farmers’
Market, or contact the Franklin Food Pantry at 508-528-3115 or info@franklinfoodpantry.org. The Franklin Farmers’
Market takes place every Friday from 2pm to 6pm, June through October, on the Franklin Town Common.



https://franklinfoodpantry.sharepoint.com/Shared%20Documents/Communications/Media%20and%20Press/Press%20Releases/2026/info@franklinfoodpantry.org.
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Prayer to Respect All Life

Lord, help us to show respect for all life.
Help us to have compassion for the elderly, unborn
children and their mothers, for persons with
disabilities, and for all those who are unable to
protect themselves.
Remind us that all human beings are sacred to You
and that you love each one of us.

Give us the courage and the strength to protect
those who cannot protect themselves and to
support leaders who also value and respect all life.
Ever hopeful that our nation will be more caring
towards those who cannot speak for themselves, let
our light shine now to illuminate the darkness of
ignorance and prejudice so that in the future we
will be known as a nation which respects all life.

Scripture excerpts from the Jerusalem Bible, Alexander Jones, editor.
Copyright 1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd. and Doubleday, a
division of Bantam Doubleday Dell Publishing Group, Inc. Used by
permission of the publisher

VOLUNTEER

If you are in need of
service hours - St. Mary
Family Faith Formation
and Youth Ministry
Office has plenty of
service opportunities!

OPPORTUNITIES MAY INCLUDE:

PREPARING FOR
KiDZ CAMP

CONTACT US AT:  jfianaganestmarystrankiniors

FAMILY FAITH
FORMATION HELP

SUMMER
PROJECTS

YOUTH MINISTRY
T-SHIRT SALE

P

SHIRTS WILL BE
SOLD AT ALL
EVENTS OR STOP
BY THE OUR OFFICE

ST ARy YoUTH WNS

2220

Payment by
cash or PayPal

St. Vincent DePaul Society

508-918-2291

The St. Vincent DePaul Society would like to thank
all the parishioners who have so generously
donated to the SVdP Food Pantry. The St. Vincent
DePaul Food Pantry is looking for the following
items to help our Franklin neighbors in need.

Paper Towels, Toilet Paper
Kleenex Tissues

Canned Corn

Pasta

Detergent

Crackers and Snacks

Thank you for your help in supporting those most in
need in our community. God bless.
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; For All Your Photo Needs
. 508-533-0500

Jim Abrams, Parishioner

508-528-2532

com

Air Conditioning
& Heating Services,Inc. Tum o Experts.

BENCHMARK SENIOR LIVING

il FORGE HILL

Call today to schedule a visit and see what g y -
we can offer you or your loved one. &l =

jbdhvac.com

(ti

AIRPORTRSH

SPARTAN CAR SERVICE

BDEBEES ¢

spantancarsenvicelcomi

TOM BRADY CARPENTRY
“Making a House a Home”

Renovations & Repairs
3 yr Warranty on all Craftmanship
LICENSED & INSURED

www.tombradycarpentry.com

rieLp: 617-710-2239 | orrice: 508-541-9159

Advertise Here!

Contact Mac Economy

meconomy@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x6442

Specializing in referring 24-hour live-in caregivers

lo SOSTEK

A Caregiver Referral Company

Assisting older adults who wish to remain in the
comfort of their home find that perfect

SPARHAWK
ACADEMY

RESTAU RANT

SINCE 1965 OLDEST FAMILY RESTAURANT
VOTED BEST ITALIAN FOOD
VISIT www.the-rome.com * Franklin Center Rt. 140

Full Take Out Menu 508-528-4740

Forging Men of |:
Character

“Quality and Professionalism
Every Shingle Time"

OUR SERVICES OUR NEW SERVICE DIVISION
- Roofing Service Calls
- Siding 4. Gutter Cleaning
4 Gutters 4. SmallLeaks
4 Windows 4. Ventilation Questions
- Doors “ Flashing Repairs
4 Skylights

Experience the Best in Roofing: A
60+ Years of Quality Service C O N N E LL

0 @ Q ROOFING + SIDING * GUTTERS

LICENSED | INSURED | CERTIFIED WwWw.connellroofing.com

live-in caregiver

PROUDLY SERVING

PLUMBING
& HEATING

FRANKLIN,MA
508-918-0851

& THE ISLANDS

888.476.7835

SOSTEK.NET

Fully licensed and
insured plumbing
Specialist

FACIALS
WAXING
PEELS
TINTING

480 W. Central St.
Franklin, MA

508-520-2257

www.peelmicrospa.com

Get this bulletin
delivered straight to
your inbox every
week.

Scan to subscribe on
parishesonline.com

Support Our Advertisers!

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

St. Mary Church, Franklin, MA 03-0410



33 Cottage St., Franklin, MA -*\

CHARLES F. OTERI & SON 508-528-0011 \",

www.franklinfuneral.com

FRANKLIN FUNERAL HOME | crifuneralhome@gmail.com Vi
“Serving St. Mary’s Parish for over 100 years Charles . Oteri = Sean A. Oteri (94

Directors & Parishioners
: Health = Medicare
O |n Small Group = Life

Insurance Group Supplemental

Guerriere ™ FREND’S
& Halnon, Inc. || VALE] 2 ainting Co.

Civil Engineers & Interior ¢ Exterior

_ SEANS. JOBIN Land Vs S Lot Surveys|| e Estimatos Flly red
Licensed Agent & Owner www.gandhengineering.com James Frend
. . 508-397-4996 Serving Milford  Franklin
jobininsurancegroup.com MA, RI, NH 508-473-6630  508-528-3221 Cell: 508-789-5098
ADT.Monitored Home Schrity NOW SCHEDULING SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS ’: ngﬁf:slsﬁn
Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust e WATER HEATERS BB

« HVAC TUNE-UPS/REPAIRS/INSTALLS
«+ BOILER REPAIRS/INSTALLS Ty
« PLUMBING REPAIRS/LEAKS SSTAR

e 0% FINANCE OPTIONS AVAILABLE ‘ 'éfg& g
¢ PLUMBING & HVAC SAFETY EVALUATION s
(included with every service call)

508-203-7033 | gandcplumbing.com As

. emason4234@gmail.com
i Eileen 308Westqf:1iraIStreet VENDETTI MOTORS, INC.
ANV Franklin, MA 02038
X YRREALTY www.eileenmasonrealty.com SER V]NG YOU S]NCE 1961

V Mma)yd/mm W\vaww‘yww

® Burglary ® Flood Detection
® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide

\ ADTW futhorized | SafeStreets

| ACKERMAN |5
' MONUMENT

Monuments &

Cemetery Work Route 140, Franklin 508-528-3450
. 2234 Washington St. (Rte. 16) (508) 330-4234 Y .. .
Holliston, MA i - Senior Residential Specialist REA \ / Visit us today at www.vendettimotors.com
k 508-429-5465 - Notary O REMAX m for our current specials e

IF YOU LIVE ALONE ¥

MDMedAlert! ™  AsLowAs |

« Ambulance ¢ Police/Fire $1 9 Imo.
v FamilylFriends v GPS & Fall Alert

vow 800,800.234 ig\e 2

Sherrie Sharp, MD
- BOARDCERTIFIEDINPSYCHIATRY
Gentili + Rossini Associates|| AND CHILD PSYCHIATRY

PUBLIC INSURANCE ADJUSTERS, INC.| | (508) 844-4908
25 Birch St,, Bldg B, Milford
LifeStance

Successfully representing || New Openings!

— the interest of the Insured
wandymg,,

?

Amy C. Brown
Franklin Resident

508-528-1734

www.gentilirossini.com

B Pro. e
Anthony Catalli

Master Carpenter / Builder

774-202-9018 F7 b % A : oo Ranier

greteiond  FREEAD
DESIGN WITH

PURCHASE OF

.\ O*KOREN Dr. Shreshtha Ramanlal Parishioner THIS SPACE
W ELECTRICAL 8/ FRANKLIN

Maintenance and repairs to full home remodels.
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, Decks,
Siding, Windows and More!

Fully Licehsed and Insured + Franklin, MA Let GOd

office@handyman-pro.com
www.handyman-pro.com

DENTAL ARTS

HESIDENTIATCOMMERGIAL SINDLISEAIAT We offer a compassionate, patient-centered approach.
FRANKLIN, MA Now Accepting New Patients Call 800.950.9952

L By I B [ B (508) 520-1249 « 38 Pond St. Suite 303, Franklin, MA
okorenelectrical.com | FRANKLINDENTALARTS.COM

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com St. Mary Church, Franklin, MA 03-0410




