
Mass Schedule 

In the Chapel 

Saturday 

4:00 p.m. 

Sunday 

 7:30 a.m. and  10:30 a.m.  
 

Daily Masses 

Monday-Friday  

7:00 a.m. 
 

All weekend Masses are 
 Live Streamed at: 

 stmarysfranklin.org 
 

Confession 

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. – 9:00a.m.  
 

Emergency  

Anointing of the Sick  

508-528-0020, #4 
 

Rectory Hours 

Monday  -  Thursday 
9:00 a.m.  -  3:00 p.m. 

 

St. Mary’s Church Wi-Fi is:  

StMarysChurchMesh 

Password:  STMarysGuest 
 

St. Vincent De Paul 
Assistance 

508-918-2291 

RECTORY STAFF 

Finance & Operations Manager 

Patricia Murphy 
businessmanager@stmarysfranklin.org 

 

Secretary 
Jennifer Lance  

secretary@stmarysfranklin.org 
 

Music Director 
Terry Kerr 

Terry.kerr@att.net  or  508-541-3286 
 
 

Cemetery Caretaker 
Joe Spencer 

508-498-8271 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

201 Main Street 
Franklin, MA 02038 

 

508-528-1450 
 

Director 

Karen Ackles   
reled.director@stmarysfranklin.org 

 

Secretary 
Liz Bertoni   

reled.secretary@stmarysfranklin.org 
 

www.stmarysfranklin.org 
508-528-0020 

Saint Mary Parish 

PASTORAL STAFF 

 

Pastor 
Rev. Robert A. Poitras 

pastor@stmarysfranklin.org 
 

Parochial Vicar 
Rev. John Tanyi 

parochialvicar@stmarysfranklin.org 

 

Deacon  
Deacon Ron Gerwatowski 

gerwat@verizon.net 
 

Pastoral Associate 
Leo Racine 

pastoralassociate@stmarysfranklin.org 



NOVEMBER 24, 2024 

2 

Readings for the week of November 24, 2024 

Sunday: Dn 7:13-14/Ps 91:1, 1-2, 5 (1a)/Rv 1:5-8/Jn 18:33b-37 
Monday: Rv 14:1-3, 4b-5/Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 21:1-4 
Tuesday: Rv 14:14-19/Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13/Lk 21:5-11 
Wednesday: Rv 15:1-4/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 7-8, 9/Lk 21:12-19 
Thursday: Rv 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3, 9a/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5/Lk 21:20-28 
Friday: Rv 20:1-4, 11—21:2/Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6a and 8a/Lk 21:29-33 
Saturday: Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11/Mt 4:18-22 
Next Sunday: Jer 33:14-16/Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14 (1b)/1 Thes 3:12—4:2/Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 

READINGS THIS WEEK 

Saturday, November 23 

4:00 pm Paul Hannon 

Sunday, November 24 

7:30am  Antonio Pereira 

10:30  Sabino Coscia & 

  CYO Basketball Blessing  

Monday, November 25 

7:00am Pietro Ferrara 

Tuesday, November 26 

7:00am Frank Atkinson 

Wednesday, November 27 

7:00am Norm Gonthier 

Thursday,  November 28 

7:00 am  Francis Ribao 

Friday, November 29 

7:00 am      Rita and Tony Merullo 
 

Saturday, November 30 

4:00 pm Ronald, Alfred, Raymond and  

  Dominic Padula 

Sunday, December 1 

7:30am  Margaret Dias, Janet & Raymond  

  Padula, Elaine & Ronald Padula 

10:30  Antonio & Concetta Caravaggio &  
  Guy & Mary Vozzella & Michael E.  

  Costello Jr. 

MASS INTENTIONS  St. Mary Fire Damage Fund 
 

Please consider supporting Saint 

Mary Parish during this very 

difficult time and contribute to the 

Saint Mary Parish Fire Fund.  All 

proceeds will go directly towards 

the reconstruction and repair of 

our beautiful and sacred church.   
 

You can donate by using the QR Code to the 

below, or by mailing checks to St. Mary Parish, 1 

Church Square, Franklin, MA 02038, or donate 

online to the  

St. Mary Fire Fund at: https://

www.osvhub.com/

stmarysfranklin/giving/funds. 

ALL MASSES WILL BE THE CHAPEL AND HALL   

 There is no Live Streaming available at this time. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Last weekend, Charles Joseph Murphy and Mason 
James Souza were Baptized by Deacon Ron.  May 
God watch over them always. 



OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Baptism 

Baptisms are held on Sunday afternoons. First time 
parents need to attend a Baptism Catechesis Class 
held by Deacon Ron via Zoom.  Classes are held the 
2nd Wednesday of each month.  The next Zoom 
Baptismal class is on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. 
 

To schedule a Baptism, please call: 508-528-0020 or 
email:  baptism@stmarysfranklin.org.  You can reach 
Deacon Ron at gerwat@verizon.net 
  

Penance   

Penance/Confession is held each Saturday from 8 to 9 
a.m. in the Chapel’s Reconciliation Room and by 
appointment, anytime. 

Marriage 

Couples planning to be married at St. Mary should 
schedule their wedding one year in advance and 
attend a Marriage Preparation program.  Please call 
the Parish office at 508-528-0020 to schedule the 
wedding and rehearsal date and to arrange a meeting 
with the priest in preparation for marriage. 

 

RCIA  

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.  If you are 
interested in become a Catholic, please call the 
Rectory at 508-528-0020. 

 
 

Eucharist for the Homebound 

Please call the rectory or email the Pastoral Associate 
(pastoralassociate@stmarysfranklin.org) if you have 
a family member, friend, or neighbor who is unable 
to attend church due to age or infirmity. We will 
provide pastoral visits. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 

If you or a loved one would like the Sacrament of 
Anointing of the Sick, please call the Parish Offices 
at 508-528-0020.  For after hours Emergency 
Anointing of the Sick please call 508-528-0020, 
option 4.  Please do not leave messages on this line. 
 

Become a Parishioner of St. Mary Parish 

Register Online at stmarysfranklin.org or call the  
Rectory at 508-528-0020. 
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Year of Prayer 
 

Pope Francis ends his series of teachings 
on prayer with this, his 38th teaching.  In 
this teaching, The Paschal Prayer of 
Jesus for Us, the pope tells us that Jesus 
prayed a lot.  “Jesus immersed himself in 

it [prayer] because dialogue with the Father was the 
incandescent core of his entire existence.”  Jesus even 
prayed during the days of his Passover, praying at the 
Last Supper, during his agony in the garden and on the 
cross.  Pope Francis says that “Jesus’ prayer is intense; 
Jesus’ prayer is unique, and it also becomes the model 
for our prayer.”   
 
Finally, the Pope reminds us that Jesus has prayed for 
us, and has “welcomed us into the dialogue with his 
Father, in communion with the Holy Spirit.”  https://
bit.ly/PFPrayer38 

Nutcracker Ballet 
Sunday, December 1, 2024 at 12:30pm 

Bellingham High School 
 
The Catholic Women’s Club is inviting all 
interested women to join us for an afternoon at 
the Nutcracker Ballet.  The Ballet is being 
presented by the Patti Eisenhauer 
Dance Center (PEDC Nutcracker 2024) 
at Bellingham, High School, 60 
Blackstone Street, Bellingham 
 
Tickets are discounted at $20.00 
 
If you are interested, please email/text/
call Claudia Selley at 917-841-0971 or 
Claudia.brennick@gmail.com. 

St. Mary Parish 
2024 Grand Annual 

 

Final Grand Annual collection is next weekend! 

Next weekend is our 3rd Grand Annual 
Collection.  Envelope users should have received 
a special Grand Annual envelope in the monthly 
envelope mailing. If you are not a regular 
envelope user, there are additional Grand 
Annual envelopes available at the entrance to 
the church.  Thank you for your support. 

https://bit.ly/PFPrayer38
https://bit.ly/PFPrayer38
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ST. MARY PARISH, FRANKLIN, MA 

St. Vincent de Paul 
2024 Caring Gift Tree  

 

 
The Saint Vincent de Paul Society is once again sponsoring the Christmas Caring Tree gift giving 
program.  This fundraiser provides gift cards to those in need so they can purchase presents at the 
store of their choice for Christmas.  The tree is now in the Chapel.  You can pick-up an ornament(s) 
listing the stores from which  to purchase a gift card.  This is the final weekend to pick-up 
ornaments. 
 

Please return all gift cards to a box located by the tree by  the weekend of December 7 & 8.  This 
will ensure that the committee can distribute all gift cards to families in time to shop before 
Christmas. 
 

If you would rather donate a check instead of purchasing a gift card, 
please make-out  checks to “St. Mary’s SVDP.”  You can either drop 
the check into the collection basket at Mass, or mail it to the SVDP 
at SVdP Tree Program, One Church Square, Franklin, MA  02038.   
 
If dropping off a cash donation, please mark it for “Caring Tree 
Program.”  As with the gift cards, please mail or drop off all 
monetary donations by December 7th and 8.th 
 

Thank you all for your willingness to help those in our community 
who will benefit from our support during the holiday season! 

 

Big Y Shopping Bag Program to Benefit 

SVdP Food Pantry 
 

Are your Shopping Bags getting worn?   

If so, upgrade your bags and help-out  

St. Mary Parish and your neighbor’s in need!   

 

The St. Mary Parish Food Pantry 

will receive $1 for every $2.50 

reusable Big Y Community Bag 

purchased throughout 

November at:  348 East Central 

Street, Franklin MA. Our Food 

Pantry is run by the St. Vincent 

DePaul Society.  Many Thanks!  

Book Club  -  December Meeting 
 

St. Mary’s Book Club's next meeting will be 

December 5th from 6:00  -  7:00 pm.  There 

will be no assigned book.  Instead, we will 

have a Christmas Yankee Swap.  Bring a book 

you’ve read, (don’t buy one).  Wrap it up, 

and come with a poem.  
 

We are meeting at a 

member’s home.  Call 

Joe Ewald @ 508 298-

2405 to get the address.  

Have a blessed 

Christmas. 
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Make your Appointment Now! 

Location Change to St. Mary School 
 

The next Blood Drive will be held on Saturday, 
December 14th, 2024 from 9am to 2pm in the 
Modular Classrooms in the St. Mary School.  
Please consider giving blood to save a life. 
 

Sign-ups are required.  You can make a blood 
donation appointment now at 
redcrossblood.org/give, and search by Zip 
Code.  Thank you from The Knights of Columbus, 
Sacred Heart Council #1847 

Attention Middle and High School Students:  
Join Pantry Elves and Help Raise Funds for the Franklin Food Pantry 

 
The Franklin Food Pantry, which provides supplemental food and household necessities, 
invites middle and high school students to volunteer for the Pantry Elves campaign!   Since 
2005, hundreds of students have participated in this holiday-inspired campaign, which has 
evolved into one of The Pantry’s largest fundraising events of the year. The annual 

campaign has been instrumental in raising funds to fight food insecurity during the holiday season and 
throughout the year.  
 

This year, Pantry Elves will fundraise electronically from their friends and family members and will not canvass 
neighborhoods.  Donations, which will be used to purchase fresh produce, dairy, meats and proteins, and 
household necessities, will be sent directly to The Pantry.  
 

Pantry Elves registration is open through December 2, 2024, and volunteers will receive 12 hours of community 
service. To register, visit www.franklinfoodpantry.org/get-involved/volunteer/pantryelves, or contact Jen 
Johnson, Development Associate Franklin Food Pantry, at jjohnson@franklinfoodpantry.org. 

K of C 
Keep Christ in Christmas  

Children’s Artwork Contest 

The Knights of Columbus are sponsoring the  “Keep 
Christ in Christmas” Poster contest.  Boys and Girls 
ages 5-14, are eligible to participate.  Each poster 
should carry the theme of Christ in Christmas and be 
the original artwork of the child creating the poster.   

Applications and poster paper are available at the 
Religious Ed. office in the school.  Deadline to turn in 
your artwork is December 19th.  Prizes are awarded 
to the top winner in each age group (5-7, 8-10 and 
11-14) with a chance to win at a state level in the 
Knights of Columbus Organization.   

Last year, one of our St. Mary 
Artists won the State Finals! 

Questions, please stop by the 
CCD office or call Mike Swan  is 

508-404-4792. 

http://www.franklinfoodpantry.org/get-involved/volunteer/pantryelves
mailto:jjohnson@franklinfoodpantry.org
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OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

St. Vincent DePaul 

508-918-2291 
 

Thank you to all who so generously donate to the 
SVdP Food Pantry. The SVdP often requests certain 
items.   Donations may be placed in the boxes at the 
doors of the church anytime during the month. The 
current needs of the pantry are: 

 

 Canned Vegetables  
 Snack Sized Fruit  
 Crackers 
 Spaghetti Sauce 

 

Thank you for your help in supporting those most in 
need in our community.  God Bless our neighbors. 

 
 
 

 
Knights of Columbus Advent/Christmas Gift Card Drive  

December 14th and 15th  

The Knights of Columbus (Sacred Heart Council #1847 - St. Mary’s Church in Franklin, MA) is holding our 
annual Advent/Christmas Fundraiser for those in Franklin and surrounding  communities who are “in need” 
during the holiday season… and it will be the only charity card drive of the year!  

ALL proceeds from the event will benefit the St. Vincent de Paul Society - and (to make sure we maximize 
the impact for those in need) the Knights will be DOUBLING the impact by making a matching donation 
equal to the total amount collected!  

The Knights will have a table set up  outside the church after each Mass at St. Mary’s on the weekend of 
December 14th & 15th, and you’ll have the opportunity to make donations in several ways: 

 Purchase Stop & Shop gift cards (5% gets donated to St. Vincent de Paul) 
 

 Purchase & Donate Stop & Shop gift cards, cash or checks (100% donated to St. Vincent de Paul) 
 

 ONLINE GIVING OPTION: Visit https://kofc1847.org/food-card-drive-
donations or use the QR Code:   

We thank you in advance for your continued support and charitable donations 
for those  less fortunate - especially during the Christmas season! 

Vatican II Document on the Church 
 

Lumen Gentium (LG) is the Vatican II document on 
the Church was promulgated on November 21, 1964 
and is marking its sixtieth anniversary this month.  
Some of LG’s significant points are A) the Church is 
both a “sign and instrument” of God’s relationship 
with the human race, and it is the “seed and 
beginning” of God’s kingdom here on earth.  B) the 
laity have the job of ensuring that the goods of the 
world are developed for all people in an equitable 
fashion, thus making their own “contribution to 
universal progress in human and Christian liberty,” 
and C) all in the Church are called to holiness, 
regardless of their role in life, each person working to 
“steadfastly advance along the way of a living faith 
which arouses hope and works through love.”  LG 
points out that the important role that each of us plays 
in expressing and bringing about God’s kingdom here 
on earth.  https://bit.ly/LGNov1964.  

https://kofc1847.org/food-card-drive-donations
https://kofc1847.org/food-card-drive-donations
https://bit.ly/LGNov1964
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 Guerriere
 & Halnon, Inc.

Civil Engineers &
Land Survey Consultants

Land Use, Septic Designs, Land Surveys
www.gandhengineering.com

  Milford
508-473-6630

Franklin
508-528-3221

349 East Central Street
Franklin, MA 02038
O: (508) 520-0075

thefranklincarwash@gmail.com

D&T 
Pest and Termite 

Control Inc
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Pest control in MA & RI
ANTS, BATS, BED BUGS, WASPS, 

HORNETS, YELLOW JACKETS,

MICE, RATS, MOSQUITOES, TICKS, 

FLYING SQUIRRELS, TERMITES

508-966-4470
dtpest@comcast.net

www.dtpest.com 

Refer a friend / Schedule your 
free pest inspection today

For All Your Photo Needs
508-533-0500
Jim Abrams, Parishioner

Specializing in Wedding Photography

shootingstarphotographyjamesabrams.com

Dr. James A. Anderson, Jr. & Associates
PODIATRIC PHYSICIANS

184 West Central 160 West Street
Franklin, MA 02038 Milford, MA 01757
(508) 528-2525 (508) 473-3338

franklinfootcare.com

OIL, LUBE & FILTER 
ONLY $3995

 +Tax
UP TO 5 QTS. 5W-30 OIL, NEW FILTER, LUBE CHASSIS FITTINGS, TOP 

OFF MAJOR FLUIDS, 14-PT. SAFTEY CHECK
Most cars & light trucks, With coupon, not valid with any other offer. Expires 12/31/24

Full Synthetic OIL, LUBE & FILTER 
ONLY $5995 +Tax

UP TO 5 QTS. 5W-30 OIL SUNOCO SYNTHETIC OIL, NEW FILTER, LUBE 
CHASSIS FITTINGS, TOP OFF MAJOR FLUIDS, 14-PT. SAFTEY CHECK
Most cars & light trucks, With coupon, not valid with any other offer. Expires 12/31/24

SUMMER SPECIAL
COOLANT FLUSH, OIL CHANGE

TIRE ROTATION - ANY CAR - $175

  FREE OIL CHANGES/

 $20 OFF/

 $20 OFF/

WITH FULL BRAKE AND 

ROTORS FRONT & BACK
Expires 12/31/24

FULL TUNE-UPS
Expires 12/31/24

FOUR NEW TIRES
Expires 12/31/24

BIG SAVINGS!

• TUNE-UPS
• TIMING BELT REPLACEMENT
• TIRE SALES & REPAIR
• STARTERS
• WATER PUMPS
• BATTERIES

• TROUBLESHOOT CHECK ENGINE LIGHTS
• BRAKE & ROTORS
• EXHAUST/MUFFLER
• SUSPENSION
• TRANSMISSION WORK

COMPLETE SERVICE FACILITY
OPEN HOURS: MON - FRI: 8AM-6PM / SAT BAM - 2PM

278 Pleasant St, Franklin, MA 02038
5% SENIOR DISCOUNT5% SENIOR DISCOUNT



Massachusetts

CatholicMatch.com/MA
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THEROME
RESTAURANT

SINCE 1965 OLDEST FAMILY RESTAURANT
VOTED BEST ITALIAN FOOD

VISIT www.the-rome.com • Franklin Center Rt. 140
Full Take Out Menu 508-528-4740

VENDETTI MOTORS, INC.
SERVING YOU SINCE 1961

Route 140, Franklin  508-528-3450
Visit us today at www.vendettimotors.com 

for our current specials Certified
Used Vehicles

CHARLES F. OTERI & SONCHARLES F. OTERI & SON
Franklin Funeral HomeFranklin Funeral Home
“Serving St. Mary’s Parish for over 100 years

33 Cottage St., Franklin, MA
508-528-0011

www.franklinfuneral.com
oterifuneralhome@gmail.com
Charles F. Oteri • Sean A. Oteri

Directors & Parishioners

Don Ranieri 
Plumbing • Heating  HVAC
Small jobs to water heaters,

furnaces and boiler work

Parishioner and many 
years in business!
508-528-8295

CREATIVE DECORATING & FLOORING
Your Local Source For All Your Flooring Needs!

Carpets - Hardwood - Tile 
Window Treatments
15 Garfield Street, Unit 1

508-528-1194

(508) 330-4234
• Senior Residential Specialist
• Notary

 emason4234@gmail.com
308 West Central Street

 Franklin, MA 02038
www.eileenmasonrealty.com

PUBLIC INSURANCE ADJUSTERS, INC.

Successfully representing 
the interest of the Insured 

for over 40 years

Amy C. Brown
Franklin Resident

508-528-1734
www.gentilirossini.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Kelly Carnevale

kcarnevale@4LPi.com
(860) 635-9560 x6333

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

md-medalert.com
800.808.9294CALL  

NOW!

Interior • Exterior 
Power Washing • Carpentry

Free Estimates • Fully Insured
James Frend

508-473-2796   
Cell: 508-789-5098

Women’s Fashion 
Clothing F Accessories

Parishioner

342 E Central St., Ste. B
next to the Big Y

 Apricot Lane Franklin

ACKERMAN 
MONUMENT

Monuments & 
Cemetery Work

2234 Washington St. (Rte. 16)
Holliston, MA

508-429-5465

 Amy N Azza, Esq.
 Estate Planning Attorney 
 Servicing the Greater Franklin area

508-517-4310 
azzalaw@outlook.com

Accepting new clients for wills, trusts, health care
proxies, and durable powers of attorney.

Mention this ad and receive 10% discount.

Visit www.amyazzalaw.com

Proud Parishioner of St. Mary’s Parish
Franklin - Hopkinton - Medfield

Realtor - MA & RI
• Selling • Buying • Estates

APPLIANCE 
SALES & 
SERVICE

508-473-1309
331 Main Street, Milford  

www.franksappliance.com


