
Mass Schedule 

Saturday 

4:00 p.m. 

Sunday 

 7:30 a.m. and  10:30 a.m.  
 

Daily Masses 

Monday-Friday  

7:00 a.m. 
 

All weekend Masses are 
 Live Streamed at: 

 stmarysfranklin.org 
 

Confession 

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. – 9:00a.m.  
 

Emergency  

Anointing of the Sick  

508-528-0020, #4 
 

Rectory Hours 

Monday  -  Thursday 
9:00 a.m.  -  3:00 p.m. 

508-528-0020 
 

St. Mary’s Church Wi-Fi is: 
StMarysChurchMesh 

Password:  STMarysGuest 
 

St. Vincent De Paul 
Assistance 

508-918-2291 

RECTORY STAFF 

Finance & Operations Manager 

Patricia Murphy 
businessmanager@stmarysfranklin.org 

 

Secretary 
Jennifer Lance  

secretary@stmarysfranklin.org 
 

Music Director 
Terry Kerr 

Terry.kerr@att.net  or  508-541-3286 
 
 

Cemetery Caretaker 
Joe Spencer 

508-498-8271 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

201 Main Street 
Franklin, MA 02038 

 

508-528-1450 
 

Director 

Karen Ackles   
reled.director@stmarysfranklin.org 

 

Secretary 
Liz Bertoni   

reled.secretary@stmarysfranklin.org 
 

www.stmarysfranklin.org 
508-528-0020 

Saint Mary Parish 

PASTORAL STAFF 

Pastor 
Rev. Robert A. Poitras 

pastor@stmarysfranklin.org 
 

Parochial Vicar 
Rev. John Tanyi 

parochialvicar@stmarysfranklin.org 
 

Senior Priest in Residence 
Rev. John Sullivan 

jsullivan@stmarysfranklin.org 
 

Deacon  
Deacon Ron Gerwatowski 

gerwat@verizon.net 
 

Pastoral Associate 
Leo Racine 

pastoralassociate@stmarysfranklin.org 
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Readings for the week of August 25, 2024 

Sunday: Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b/Ps 34:2-3, 16-17,    18-
19, 20-21, 22-23 (9a)/ 

Eph 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 25-32/Jn 6:60-69 

Monday: 2 Thes 1:1-5, 11-12/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 4-5/Mt 
23:13-22 

Tuesday: 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17/Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13/Mt 
23:23-26 

Wednesday: 2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18/Ps 128:1-2, 4-5/Mt 
23:27-32 

Thursday: 1 Cor 1:1-9/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Mk 6:17-29 

Friday: 1 Cor 1:17-25/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11/Mt 25:1-13 

Saturday: 1 Cor 1:26-31/Ps 33:12-13, 18-19, 20-21/Mt 
25:14-30 

Next Sunday: Dt 4:1-2, 6-8/Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 4-5 1a/Jas 
2:1-5/Jas 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27/ 

Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

READINGS THIS WEEK 

Saturday, August 24 

4:00 pm Paul Hannon 

Sunday, August 25 

7:30am  Mimma & Vito Bertone 

10:30am Antonio Pereira  
 

Monday, August 26 

7:00am Vera M. Barker 

Tuesday, August 27 

7:00am Sam Norton 

Wednesday, August 28 

7:00am Jose and Marie Pereira 

Thursday,  August 29 

7:00 am Anthony & Antoinette Perry 

Friday, August 30 

7:00 am      Clare Marie Sullivan 
 

Saturday, August 31 

4:00 pm Edward Vroman 

Sunday, September 1 

7:30am  Chiarina, Carmine and Filomena Pisani 

10:30am Michael Costello 

MASS INTENTIONS 

On August 17, Nora Caterina Keenan was Baptized 
by Fr. Bob. 
 
On August 18, Leita Ann Kirby, Miles Finn Malvar, 
Luca Anthony Ortiz, Harrison Douglas Walch and 
Evangeline Jo Joyce were  Baptized by Deacon 
Ron.  May God watch over them always. 

Zoom Rosary  

Deacon Guy continues a Zoom Rosary 
every Monday night at 7:00pm.  This 
is open to parishioners, family & 
friends from all communities.  You are 

welcome to join, relax, pray and/or and just listen.  
 

Link info is on the Parish Web Site under Parish Life and 
Prayer.  For more information contact Deacon Guy at: 
deaconguy@verizon.net. 

Year of Prayer 

In his twenty-fourth teaching on prayer, Pope Francis 
talks about daily prayer and its importance in the life 
of a Christian. The pope speaks often of encountering 
Christ, and he reminds us that in our daily prayer we 
can meet God, for “today is always the day of the 
encounter.” 
 
Pope Frances also says that “prayer helps us to love 
others, despite their 
mistakes and sins.”  He 
names three qualities of 
Jesus that we can take up 
ourselves: compassion, 
nearness and tenderness.  
Finally, the pontiff tells us 
that, despite our “fragile” 
nature, prayer is our 
“greatest dignity” and 
“strength.”  https://bit.ly/
PFPrayer24 
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Baptism 

Baptisms are held on Sunday afternoons. First time 
parents need to attend a Baptism Catechesis Class 
held by Deacon Ron via Zoom.  Classes are held the 
2nd Wednesday of each month, and the next Zoom 
Baptismal class is on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. 
 

To schedule a Baptism, please call: 508-528-0020 or 
email:  baptism@stmarysfranklin.org.  You can reach 
Deacon Ron at gerwat@verizon.net 
  

Penance   

Penance/Confession is held each Saturday from 8 to 9 
a.m. in the Chapel’s Reconciliation Room and by 
appointment, anytime. 

Marriage 

Couples planning to be married at St. Mary should 
schedule their wedding one year in advance and 
attend a Marriage Preparation program.  Please call 
the Parish office at 508-528-0020 to schedule the 
wedding and rehearsal date and to arrange a meeting 
with the priest in preparation for marriage. 

 

RCIA  

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.  If you are 
interested in become a Catholic, please call the 
Rectory at 508-528-0020. 

 
 

Eucharist for the Homebound 

Please call the rectory or email the Pastoral Associate 
(pastoralassociate@stmarysfranklin.org) if you have 
a family member, friend, or neighbor who is unable 
to attend church due to age or infirmity. We will 
provide pastoral visits. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 

If you or a loved one would like the Sacrament of 
Anointing of the Sick, please call the Parish Offices 
at 508-528-0020.  For after hours Emergency 
Anointing of the Sick please call 508-528-0020, 
option 4.  Please do not leave messages on this line. 
 

Become a Parishioner of St. Mary Parish 

Register Online at stmarysfranklin.org or call the  
Rectory at 508-528-0020. 
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Book Club 
 

The first meeting of St. Mary Book Club 
will be on Thursday, September 5 from 6
-7pm.  The first book to be discussed is 
Stephen Puelo’s  “Voyage of Mercy:  
The USS Jamestown, The Irish Famine and the 
Remarkable Story of America’s First 
Humanitarian Mission.”   
 

Since we only read books that are available at Franklin 
Public Library, it is a good idea to order 
our October book now.  The October 
book is “The Bee Sting” by Paul Murray.  
You might want to listen to the audio 
version as the narrator has a fun brogue.  
We look forward to discussing the books 
and hearing your opinion. 

The Season of Creation 
 
The Season of Creation begins next 
Sunday, September 1, which is the 
World Day of Prayer for the Care of 
Creation. The Celebration Guide for 
the Season of Creation (found on the 
Season of Creation website https://

seasonofcreation.org/ ), tells us that “the Christian 
family unites for this worldwide celebration of prayer 
and action to protect our common home.” 
 
The Season of Creation, whose 2024 theme is “To 
Hope and Act with Creation”, runs from September 1 
to October 4, the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi. 
You can learn more about the Season at its website. 
You can also read Pope Francis’ message to the 
Universal Church on the occasion of the World Day  
of Prayer for the Care of Creation at https://bit.ly/
PFCreation2024. 
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ST. MARY PARISH, FRANKLIN, MA 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

Earlier this year the Parish Pastoral Council and I took up a conversation about our weekend Mass 
schedule. My concern is the declining numbers for the 12pm Mass that our parish has traditionally held 
between September and May. During my first year as Pastor I witnessed that our 12pm Mass was not 
only our lowest attended Mass, but it is also a Mass with the smallest collection as well as the hardest 
Mass to find Liturgical Ministers for service.  I think you would agree all three of these difficult realities 
made it worth our Parish Pastoral Council discussion on whether or not to return to the 12pm Mass this 
September.  
 

I am announcing today that after discussion and consultation with our Parish Pastoral Council and upon 
their advice, I have decided that St. Mary’s Parish will suspend the 12pm Mass for the immediate 
future. Therefore, our Weekend Schedule will remain 4pm on Saturday and 7:30am and 10:30am on 
Sunday.   
 

To those who were regulars at the 12pm Mass, I know this will be frustrating news, and I apologize for 
the inconvenience this change presents for you.  However, we must, like all things, be unafraid to 
continue to move forward into the future together.  When one season ends another begins.  So, I pray 
we as a parish will find new blessings in this new season of Mass schedules at St. Mary’s.  
 

Also, I have created a Subcommittee of the Parish Pastoral Council which also includes members of our 
Parish Finance Council that will work on creating a new weekend Mass 
schedule for St. Mary’s Parish in the future. This Subcommittee will 
research, review and present to the Parish, options for what a new St. 
Mary’s Parish weekend Mass schedule could be in the future. Please keep 
this Subcommittee’s work in your prayers and look for more information 
on how to include your input on these matters in the coming months.  
 

Peace and Blessings,  Fr. Bob 

Retreat for Grieving Parents 
The Emmaus Ministry for Grieving Parents will sponsor a one-day retreat  on 

Saturday, September 28, 2024 from 9:30am to 6:30pm at St. Mary’s, 

Franklin.  The organization’s website (www.emfp.org), tells us that the 

Emmaus Ministry “serves the spiritual needs of parents whose children of any 

age, have died by any cause, no matter how long ago.”  
 

Parents can register for this retreat at https://bit.ly/2024RegEmmaus.   For 

more information , please contact Leo Racine, pastoral associate at 

508-528-0020 or pastoralassociate@stmarysfranklin.org. 
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St. Vincent de Paul  

Saturday,  September 28, 
2024 

Registration for the event begins at 8:30am on the 
Town Common.  Blessing for the Walk will be at 
9:00 a.m.  Walk Participants can Collect donations 
and Walk with us or donate online.   The 
registration link for the 2024 Friends of the Poor 
Walk will be available soon. 
 

All money raised stays in Franklin, to assist anyone 
in need of help. Put your feeling of compassion 
into action and join us for this walk! 
 

 “Go to the poor; you will find God.”        
St. Vincent de Paul 

 
 

 
 
 
Did You Know...Abundant Hope Pregnancy 
Resource Center provides pregnancy confirmation 
appointments with licensed medical professionals 
that include a lab-quality pregnancy test, ultrasound 
and non-judgmental options 
counseling  -  All For Free.  
Call us at:  508-455-0425 to 
schedule.   
 
Serving the community since 
2011  - from pregnancy 
testing to potty training! 

 

 

 

508-918-2291 

Thank you to all who so generously donate to the 
SVdP Food Pantry. The SVdP often requests certain 
items.   Donations may be placed in the boxes at the 
doors of the church anytime during the month. The 
current needs of the pantry are: 

 
                   Green Beans 
                Juice Boxes 
       *Toilet Paper/Tissues 
              *Paper Towels 
      Apple & Cranberry Juice  
             (2 quart bottles)  

 
Thank you for your help in supporting those most in 
need in our community.  God Bless  
 
*We request these items as the SNAP benefits 
(Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, 
formerly food stamps) do not cover paper products, 
laundry detergent and personal hygiene items. As a 
result we request these items to help supplement the 

needs of our neighbors. 

 

 

Prayer, Formation, and Fraternity for Men  
  

This next meeting of the St. Mary’s Parish Men’s 
Faith formation group (COR– Communication 
Resources) is on Saturday, September 7  at 8am in 
the Sacred Heart Hall.  All men, wherever you are on 
your faith journey are welcome.  We meet on the 
first Saturday of each month at 8:00 am. 
 

The program  is a great way for men to connect.  In 
addition to faith formation, we build in plenty of 
time to socialize over coffee and bagels.  If you have 
additional questions, please reach out to Regis 
Schratz at:  rschratz@comcast.net. 
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TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Dear Friends, 
 

I’d like to introduce to you a young man from Franklin and a son of St. Mary’s Parish, Mr. Sean McKeown.  Sean 
is a seminarian, studying for the priesthood in the Archdiocese of Boston. He is currently in his second year of 
preparation for Theology studies.  
 

Sean spent all of his childhood living in Franklin and attending the Franklin Public Schools. He received his 
sacraments of Baptism, First Holy Communion and Confirmation at St Mary’s parish in Franklin.  He went on to 
study and become a physical therapist assistant.  Sean spent years traveling around 
the country and the world seeing more than 40 nations.  After 8 years, Sean felt 
called to return to his faith in a deeper way.  His love for PT was outshined by a 
strong desire serve God with his whole heart.  This call was answered when he 
began seminary formation at St John’s Seminary in Brighton, Massachusetts. He is in 
his 2nd year of the 7 year formation process. 
 

Our St. Mary’s community rejoices that one of our young people has courageously 
answered God’s call to share in the priesthood of Jesus Christ.  Please join me in 
keeping Sean in our prayers as he continues his journey of discernment and study. 
Please continue to pray that more young men and women will not only hear God’s 
call but have the courage to answer it through a life of service to God’s Church. 
 

Peace and Prayers,  Fr. Bob 

 
Did you know that the Bible has two creation 
stories? Or that Abraham had a son, Ishmael, 
who was older than Isaac? If you are interested 
in these or other stories of the early history of 
Israel, please join our Bible Study group.  
 
This fall we are studying the Old Testament 
Book of Genesis. There will be nine Monday 
sessions, beginning on Monday, September 9 
and ending on Monday, November 18. The 
meetings are held from 11:00 to 12:00 noon in 
the chapel at Magnolia Heights,(485 East 
Central Street), the retirement residence here 
in Franklin.  
 
There is no cost for the group. Contact Leo 
Racine, our pastoral associate, for more 
information and to register. He can be reached 
at:  pastoralassociate@stmarysfranklin.org 
or  508-528-0020. 
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 Guerriere
 & Halnon, Inc.

Civil Engineers &
Land Survey Consultants

Land Use, Septic Designs, Land Surveys
www.gandhengineering.com

  Milford
508-473-6630

Franklin
508-528-3221

349 East Central Street
Franklin, MA 02038
O: (508) 520-0075

thefranklincarwash@gmail.com

D&T 
Pest and Termite 

Control Inc
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Pest control in MA & RI
ANTS, BATS, BED BUGS, WASPS, 

HORNETS, YELLOW JACKETS,

MICE, RATS, MOSQUITOES, TICKS, 

FLYING SQUIRRELS, TERMITES

508-966-4470
dtpest@comcast.net

www.dtpest.com 

Refer a friend / Schedule your 
free pest inspection today

For All Your Photo Needs
508-533-0500
Jim Abrams, Parishioner

Specializing in Wedding Photography

shootingstarphotographyjamesabrams.com

Dr. James A. Anderson, Jr. & Associates
PODIATRIC PHYSICIANS

184 West Central 160 West Street
Franklin, MA 02038 Milford, MA 01757
(508) 528-2525 (508) 473-3338

franklinfootcare.com

Proud Parishioner of St. Mary’s Parish
Franklin - Hopkinton - Medfield

Realtor - MA & RI
• Selling • Buying • Estates

OIL, LUBE & FILTER 
ONLY $3995

 +Tax
UP TO 5 QTS. 5W-30 OIL, NEW FILTER, LUBE CHASSIS FITTINGS, TOP 

OFF MAJOR FLUIDS, 14-PT. SAFTEY CHECK
Most cars & light trucks, With coupon, not valid with any other offer. Expires 12/31/24

Full Synthetic OIL, LUBE & FILTER 
ONLY $5995 +Tax

UP TO 5 QTS. 5W-30 OIL SUNOCO SYNTHETIC OIL, NEW FILTER, LUBE 
CHASSIS FITTINGS, TOP OFF MAJOR FLUIDS, 14-PT. SAFTEY CHECK
Most cars & light trucks, With coupon, not valid with any other offer. Expires 12/31/24

SUMMER SPECIAL
COOLANT FLUSH, OIL CHANGE

TIRE ROTATION - ANY CAR - $175

  FREE OIL CHANGES/

 $20 OFF/

 $20 OFF/

WITH FULL BRAKE AND 

ROTORS FRONT & BACK
Expires 12/31/24

FULL TUNE-UPS
Expires 12/31/24

FOUR NEW TIRES
Expires 12/31/24

BIG SAVINGS!

• TUNE-UPS
• TIMING BELT REPLACEMENT
• TIRE SALES & REPAIR
• STARTERS
• WATER PUMPS
• BATTERIES

• TROUBLESHOOT CHECK ENGINE LIGHTS
• BRAKE & ROTORS
• EXHAUST/MUFFLER
• SUSPENSION
• TRANSMISSION WORK

COMPLETE SERVICE FACILITY
OPEN HOURS: MON - FRI: 8AM-6PM / SAT BAM - 2PM

278 Pleasant St, Franklin, MA 02038
5% SENIOR DISCOUNT5% SENIOR DISCOUNT



Massachusetts

CatholicMatch.com/MA
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THEROME
RESTAURANT

SINCE 1965 OLDEST FAMILY RESTAURANT
VOTED BEST ITALIAN FOOD

VISIT www.the-rome.com • Franklin Center Rt. 140
Full Take Out Menu 508-528-4740

VENDETTI MOTORS, INC.
SERVING YOU SINCE 1961

Route 140, Franklin  508-528-3450
Visit us today at www.vendettimotors.com 

for our current specials Certified
Used Vehicles

CHARLES F. OTERI & SONCHARLES F. OTERI & SON
Franklin Funeral HomeFranklin Funeral Home
“Serving St. Mary’s Parish for over 100 years

33 Cottage St., Franklin, MA
508-528-0011

www.franklinfuneral.com
oterifuneralhome@gmail.com
Charles F. Oteri • Sean A. Oteri

Directors & Parishioners

Don Ranieri 
Plumbing • Heating  HVAC
Small jobs to water heaters,

furnaces and boiler work

Parishioner and many 
years in business!
508-528-8295

FRANKLIN LANDSCAPINGFRANKLIN LANDSCAPING
 Design & Construction
 Dwayne Monaco, Owner Est 1992
 Patios, Walkways, Steps, Lawns,
 Excavation, Planting & More

 508-528-1949
 www.franklinlandscaping.com

CREATIVE DECORATING & FLOORING
Your Local Source For All Your Flooring Needs!

Carpets - Hardwood - Tile 
Window Treatments
15 Garfield Street, Unit 1

508-528-1194

(508) 330-4234
• Senior Residential Specialist
• Notary

 emason4234@gmail.com
308 West Central Street

 Franklin, MA 02038
www.eileenmasonrealty.com

PUBLIC INSURANCE ADJUSTERS, INC.

Successfully representing 
the interest of the Insured 

for over 40 years

Amy C. Brown
Franklin Resident

508-528-1734
www.gentilirossini.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Kelly Carnevale

kcarnevale@4LPi.com
(860) 635-9560 x6333

SALES | SERVICE | PARTS 
508-473-1309   508-634-8854

331 Main Street, Milford  
www.franksappliance.com

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

md-medalert.com
800.808.9294CALL  

NOW!

Interior • Exterior 
Power Washing • Carpentry

Free Estimates • Fully Insured
James Frend

508-473-2796   
Cell: 508-789-5098

Women’s Fashion 
Clothing F Accessories

Parishioner

342 E Central St., Ste. B
next to the Big Y

 Apricot Lane Franklin

ACKERMAN 
MONUMENT

Monuments & 
Cemetery Work

2234 Washington St. (Rte. 16)
Holliston, MA

508-429-5465

 Amy N Azza, Esq.
 Estate Planning Attorney 
 Servicing the Greater Franklin area

508-517-4310 
azzalaw@outlook.com

Accepting new clients for wills, trusts, health care
proxies, and durable powers of attorney.

Mention this ad and receive 10% discount.

Visit www.amyazzalaw.com


