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WELCOME

If you are new to the parish, please introduce yourself to the priests after Mass. We want to know and serve you. To register,
please email your name and address to parishpublishing@stmarysfranklin.org. We will send you a Welcome Package that
will help you register.

SACRAMENTS
Sunday by appointment only.
Baptism Preparation meeting recommended.
Penance: By appointment; please call 508-528-0020
Marriage: Couples planning to be married at St. Mary’s
should schedule their wedding one year in
advance and attend a Marriage Preparation
program.
Sacrament of the Sick: Please call the rectory if you have
a family member, friend, or neighbor who is unable to
attend church due to age or infirmity. We will provide
pastoral visits, with administration of the Sacraments.
Baptism:

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Children (Grades 1-8):
Guided Remote Learning
Confirmation Preparation (after Grade 8):
Guided, Independent, Remote Conferences
Programs run from October through May
Adults
RCIA - Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Wednesdays ٠ 7:00pm
October to Easter
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Pastoral Reflections:
Our first reading this weekend is a fitting foundation for the Gospel of this Sunday. This
passage from the Book of Sirach is a strong platform on which an understanding of our Gospel
selection can be built. Sirach was a sacred book that was composed roughly 200 years before the
time of Jesus. It was the son of Sirach who wrote this book in an attempt to help the Jews of then
live in peace and harmony in the world of their day. He had much to tell them. He told them to
let go of anger, as many of them held on tightly to this negative emotion. To them anger seemed
valuable, even when it was not. More importantly, he tells them our sins will be forgiven if we
forgive others and, as importantly, we must show mercy in order to receive it.
In our Gospel passage the Lord Jesus shows this great wisdom of Sirach when his follower Peter asks how often we need to forgive someone who has hurt us. In the story told by Jesus
we learn the king forgave the enormous debt of his servant, but the servant demanded payment
and punishment when a fellow slave could not pay what he owed. Clearly we are to be like the
king.
People say that when they have paid off their college loans or house mortgage they feel
very relieved and feel better about life. The enormous weight of a debt has been lifted and life is
just easier and better. So it is very odd, besides very wrong, that the response of the servant to his
fellow slave was one of greed and anger just after something so wonderful had happened to him.
We always need to ask God to forgive our wrong-doings and sins. In faith we know we are
forgiven because Jesus died in order for our sins to be forgiven. Our God is clearly like the great
king who forgave his servant, for God always forgives you and me. We need to ask ourselves
this question: what happens when our peers come forward and ask for our forgiveness? It may
very well be true that our own greatest sin is our inability to forgive one person or even more
than one in our own lives.
Jesus announced to Peter that we must forgive seventy-seven times. Jesus did not expect
us to use a calculator or spreadsheet to keep the total. What Jesus intended was simply that we
must forgive over and over. These constant acts of forgiveness should help us develop the virtues
of humility and graciousness. We also realize that we must also be willing to change and correct
our wrong-doing when we ask for forgiveness. We learn from the actions and words of Christ
that forgiveness requires a penitent heart and willingness to change, and also at times a heart
willing to forgive.
Fr. Brian
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READINGS THIS WEEK
Readings for the week of September 13, 2020
Sunday:

Sir 27:30—28:7/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12 [8]/Rom 14:7-9/Mt 18:21-35

Monday:

Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38 [cf. 7b]/Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17

Tuesday:

1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a/Ps 31:2 and 3b, 3cd-4, 5-6, 15-16, 20 [17]/
Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35

Wednesday: 1 Cor 12:31—13:13/Ps 33:2-3, 4-5, 12 and 22 [12]/Lk 7:31-35
Thursday:

1 Cor 15:1-11/Ps 118:1b-2, 16ab-17, 28 [1]/Lk 7:36-50

Friday:

1 Cor 15:12-20/Ps 17:1bcd, 6-7, 8b and 15 [15b]/Lk 8:1-3

Saturday:

1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49/Ps 56:10c-12, 13-14 [14]/Lk 8:4-15

Next Sunday: Is 55:6-9/Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18 [18a]/Phil 1:20c-24, 27a/Mt 20:1-16
©LPi

While many aspects of our life have come to a standstill, the work of our ministries continues as we strive
to meet the needs of those who are relying on our
guidance and assistance. The sick and homebound
continue to receive spiritual support and information
over the phone from the Archdiocese’s Faith Community Nurses and Chaplains program. Our Pregnancy Help Centers continue to provide resources for women
facing crisis pregnancies. Those suffering from addiction still need support and guidance and many have greater need for counseling and spiritual support during this time of heightened anxiety.
Your support of the Catholic Appeal ensures that these programs and services continue. With the knowledge
that many of you are also facing challenging financial realities, and with concern for the people we serve, your
prayerful consideration is greatly appreciated. Your donation will make a significant difference as we continue serving the Catholic faithful and all our brothers and sisters in need.
To learn more about Your Church at Work or to make a donation, visit www.bostoncatholicappeal.org
Thank you!
3

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

This page is intentionally left blank.

4

SEPTEMBER 13, 2020

This page is intentionally left blank.

5

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

This page is intentionally left blank.

6

