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WELCOME

If you are new to the parish, please introduce yourself to the priests after Mass. We want to know and serve you. To register,
please email your name and address to parishpublishing@stmarysfranklin.org. We will send you a Welcome Package that
will help you register.

SACRAMENTS
Sunday by appointment only.
Baptism Preparation meeting recommended.
Penance: By appointment; please call 508-528-0020
Marriage: Couples planning to be married at St. Mary’s
should schedule their wedding one year in
advance and attend a Marriage Preparation
program.
Sacrament of the Sick: Please call the rectory if you have
a family member, friend, or neighbor who is unable to
attend church due to age or infirmity. We will provide
pastoral visits, with administration of the Sacraments.
Baptism:

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Children (Grades 1-8):
Guided Remote Learning
Confirmation Preparation (after Grade 8):
Guided, Independent, Remote Conferences
Programs run from October through May
Adults
RCIA - Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Wednesdays ٠ 7:00pm
October to Easter
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Pastoral Reflections:
Nostalgia exists for everyone shortly after we start to create and reflect upon our memories. We all remember “the good old days” when we were young(er) and things were different.
We remember them as better or as worse than they were. Memory is an emotional intellectual
activity when we think about our personal past. Memorizing the times table or historical information or data” is different. All generations and cohorts of ages of people think about their personal past with the same sense of subjective nostalgia. This nostalgic memory influences how
and what we think in the present of ourselves and what we think of others.
The Old Testament prophet Ezekiel and the Gospel writer Matthew tell us that we are obligated to speak up when we see something or someone doing or going wrong. Ezekiel is quite
bold and tells that if we fail to correct the person, that person’s fate is considerably our fault. I
would say that is a rather great responsibility for most of us. I suspect this is an exaggeration because we cannot control someone else’s free will decision. As we know, many people will never
listen and to try to speak to them does far more harm than good. Matthew says the same thing.
We are to go directly to the person if something is not right. And he says if that does not work,
there is still more to be done according to Matthew’s passage.
However, most importantly he says we are bound by love. This means that those who are
unhappy in their own life and blame others, those who always find fault with others or those who
are gossipers (and there are many) should not be the ones who offer correction, direction, or advice. They cannot act in love because they do not appear to love themselves properly. Our world
and our lives have many morally self-righteous and artificially “pious” people. Some are churchgoers, many have no religious sense, and some come from the ideological extreme right or extreme left viewpoints. Simply said: all these folks are destructive and to be avoided. In his passage today Saint Paul also says to do things with love and at the same time be mindful of our
own behavior.
Our Church teaches that we are committed to one another and that we are responsible for
the good of all people. Each of us is responsible for the other’s salvation and well-being. We
sometimes forget all this.
How we do all this requires humility, understanding, and compassion, not using nostalgic
memory to distort our thinking. To correct others requires that we first correct ourselves and our
lives. Before we act, we must fully possess these three virtues: humility, understanding, and
compassion. “Lord, help my unbelief before I try to help others!”
Fr. Brian
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READINGS THIS WEEK
Readings for the week of September 6, 2020
Sunday:

Ez 33:7-9/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Rom 13:8-10/Mt 18:15-20

Monday:

1 Cor 5:1-8/Ps 5:5-6, 7, 12 [9]/Ps 5:5-6, 7, 12 [9]/Lk 6:6-11

Tuesday:

Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30/Ps 13:6ab, 6c [Is 61:10]/Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23

Wednesday: 1 Cor 7:25-31/Ps 45:11-12, 14-15, 16-17 [11]/Lk 6:20-26
Thursday:

1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13/Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 23-24 [24b]/Lk 6:27-38

Friday:

1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27/Ps 84:3, 4. 5-6, 12 [2]/Lk 6:39-42

Saturday:

1 Cor 10:14-22/Ps 116:12-13, 17-18 [17]/Lk 6:43-49

Next Sunday:

Sir 27:30—28:7/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12 [8]/Rom 14:7-9/Mt 18:21-3
©LPi

While many aspects of our life have come to a
standstill, the work of our ministries continues as
we strive to meet the needs of those who are relying
on our guidance and assistance. The sick and homebound continue to receive spiritual support and information over the phone from the Archdiocese’s
Faith Community Nurses and Chaplains program. Our Pregnancy Help Centers continue to provide resources
for women facing crisis pregnancies. Those suffering from addiction still need support and guidance and many
have greater need for counseling and spiritual support during this time of heightened anxiety.
Your support of the Catholic Appeal ensures that these programs and services continue. With the knowledge
that many of you are also facing challenging financial realities, and with concern for the people we serve, your
prayerful consideration is greatly appreciated. Your donation will make a significant difference as we continue serving the Catholic faithful and all our brothers and sisters in need.
To learn more about Your Church at Work or to make a donation, visit www.bostoncatholicappeal.org
Thank you!
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