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WELCOME 
If you are new to the parish, please introduce yourself to the priests after Mass. We want to know and serve you. To register, 
please email your name and address to parishpublishing@stmarysfranklin.org. We will send you a Welcome Package that 
will help you register. 

Saint Mary Church 
One Church Square, Franklin MA 02038 

Phone: 508-528-0020   Fax: 508-528-1641  Website: www.stmarysfranklin.org  
 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society  Religious Education Office  201 Main Street 
508-918-2291    Phone: 508-528-1450   Fax: 508-528-0043 

SACRAMENTS 
Baptism:  Sunday by appointment only.  
 Baptism Preparation meeting recommended. 
Penance:  By appointment; please call 508-528-0020 
Marriage:  Couples planning to be married at St. Mary’s 
 should schedule their wedding one year in  
 advance and attend a Marriage Preparation  
 program. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick: Please call the rectory if you have 
a family member, friend, or neighbor who is unable to  
attend church due to age or infirmity. We will provide  
pastoral visits, with administration of the Sacraments. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Children (Grades 1-8): 
Guided Remote Learning 

 

Confirmation Preparation (after Grade 8): 
Guided, Independent, Remote Conferences 

 

Programs run from October through May  
 

Adults 
RCIA - Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Wednesdays ٠ 7:00pm  
October to Easter 
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Pastoral Reflections: 

 The COVID Pandemic has certainly had us all experience how fleeting life can be. In fact, 
as time moves on, everything still is constantly changing. Sometimes we observe how things are 
getting better, and then all of a sudden we hear of “clusters” and “hot spots” and how things 
must again become immediately more restricted. We are living in a day-to-day period of great 
instability and uncertainty. Our civil society is in turmoil as it is clearly fractured. The long com-
plex history of racism in our country is at the forefront, and should be. The great divide of super 
wealth and the average American’s income exacerbates everything. Race, class, and income are 
three areas that collide and cause such turmoil during these days. Our governmental leaders have 
lost sight of what matters for the people. Their common purpose and vision for all of us is miss-
ing. The Common Good for all of us is not held as a primary value.  
 Our scripture this weekend helps to give us a valid perspective for understanding life to-
day. We learn we need to put our trust and faith in the next world, where things will be as they 
have been promised by our God, but also work for change now in this world. 
 Our Old Testament prophet Jeremiah had to announce God’s message to folks who did not 
want to hear. People often do not like to hear the truth if it is negative or if it disagrees with 
them. In our second reading Saint Paul writes to the believers in the City of Rome to change 
their values and to make them more in harmony with the nature of God. Saint Paul challenges 
the people to have more of a life that reflects God’s love by being hospitable to immigrants and 
strangers, by associating with the lowly and, as important, to make sure that they feed their hun-
gry enemies. He does not tell them to feed those whom they like or agree with, but those who are 
their enemies, the outcasts in their lives. 
 In today’s passage, our Gospel writer Matthew takes on the task of telling the Jewish fol-
lowers of Jesus that they need to take up his cross and actually follow him. Jesus wanted his dis-
ciples to let go of the ways and values of the world. Matthew makes clear in his writing that to 
follow Jesus; we must give up our lives for Jesus. What happens when we do this is that we will 
gain the whole world, which is a world we cannot fully comprehend. We gain this world if we 
give up our lives for Jesus. 
 To carry a cross and deny ourselves is not easy and goes strongly against today’s popular 
cultural values. We are told that life should be easy and there should be no pain, and, in many 
ways, no personal effort by us. When we come to accept in our hearts the sacrificial cross of Je-
sus, we gain an understanding of our meaning and purpose. In listening to the Gospel stories we 
journey along with Jesus from way up north in Galilee until finally three years later we arrive in 
the south in Jerusalem. As we journey with Jesus like the apostles and followers of his day, and 
as we listen to him and see his actions, we can change the world around us. We should realize 
that in hearing the story of Jesus and pondering and reflecting on its personal meaning for us, we 
come to discover that in good times and especially in bad times such as now, we find our pur-
pose and life in following Jesus Christ and his Way. With faith our life makes sense in these 
days. With faith we work for change to help make this world a reflection of God’s heavenly 
Kingdom.  
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Readings for the week of August 30, 2020 

Sunday:  Jer 20:7-9/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [2b]/Rom 12:1-2/Mt 16:21-27 

Monday:  1 Cor 2:1-5/Ps 119:97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102 [97]/Lk 4:16-30 

Tuesday:  1 Cor 2:10b-16/Ps 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13ab, 13cd-14 [17]/Lk 4:31-37 

Wednesday:  1 Cor 3:1-9/Ps 33:12-13, 14-15, 20-21 [12]/Lk 4:38-44 

Thursday:  1 Cor 3:18-23/Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [1]/Lk 5:1-11 

Friday:  1 Cor 4:1-5/Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 27-28, 39-40 [39a]/Lk 5:33-39 

Saturday:  1 Cor 4:6b-15/Ps 145:17-18, 19-20, 21 [18]/Lk 6:1-5 

Next Sunday:  Ez 33:7-9/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Rom 13:8-10/Mt 18:15-20 

©LPi 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

While many aspects of our life have come to a 
standstill, the work of our ministries continues as 
we strive to meet the needs of those who are relying 
on our guidance and assistance. The sick and home-
bound continue to receive spiritual support and in-
formation over the phone from the Archdiocese’s 

Faith Community Nurses and Chaplains program. Our Pregnancy Help Centers continue to provide resources 
for women facing crisis pregnancies. Those suffering from addiction still need support and guidance and many 
have greater need for counseling and spiritual support during this time of heightened anxiety. 
 
Your support of the Catholic Appeal ensures that these programs and services continue.  With the knowledge 
that many of you are also facing challenging financial realities, and with concern for the people we serve, your 
prayerful consideration is greatly appreciated.  Your donation will make a significant difference as we contin-
ue serving the Catholic faithful and all our brothers and sisters in need.  
 
To learn more about Your Church at Work or to make a donation, visit www.bostoncatholicappeal.org   
 
Thank you! 

READINGS THIS WEEK 

http://www.bostoncatholicappeal.org


TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

4 

This page is intentionally left blank. 



AUGUST 30, 2020 

5 

This page is intentionally left blank. 



TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

6 

This page is intentionally left blank. 


