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WELCOME 
If you are new to the parish, please introduce yourself to the priests after Mass. We want to know and serve you. To register, 
please email your name and address to parishpublishing@stmarysfranklin.org and we will send you a Welcome Package 
which will help you register. 

Saint Mary Church 
One Church Square, Franklin MA 02038 

Phone: 508-528-0020   Fax: 508-528-1641  Website: www.stmarysfranklin.org  
 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society  Religious Education Office  201 Main Street 
508-918-2291    Phone: 508-528-1450   Fax: 508-528-0043 

SACRAMENTS 
Baptism:  Sunday at 1:30pm by appointment only.  
 Baptism Preparation meeting required. 
Penance:  By appointment; please call 508-528-0020 
Marriage:  Couples planning to be married at St. Mary’s 
 should schedule their wedding one year in  
 advance and attend a Marriage Preparation  
 program. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick: Please call the rectory if you have 
a family member, friend, or neighbor who is unable to  
attend church due to age or infirmity. We will provide  
pastoral visits, with administration of the Sacraments. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Children 

Grade 1: Call the Religious Education Office for info 
Grades 2-10 held in the St. Mary Center 

Monday through Thursday 
Classes suspended for the rest of the 2019-2020 school year 

 

Adults 
RCIA 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Meeting Wednesday 7:00pm 

October - Easter 



ST. MARY PARISH FRANKLIN 

Pastoral Reflections: 

 The first reading this weekend addresses the Jewish people and, by scriptural interpreta-
tion, ourselves, about a common human problem called “insiders and outsiders.” In matters of 
faith, there is often that human weakness to label people as “good or bad,” or “orthodox or heret-
ical,” or just simply “in or out,” or, in a sense as “true Catholics or bad Catholics.” In religious 
circles, this decision is often based on membership in an elite or selective religious group. This 
first passage tells us clearly that what it should be based on is a person’s attitude of faith, not on 
a real or imaginary membership card to a special society. Oftentimes this drive to have an exclu-
sive faith has many unwritten rules with self-appointed leaders. The rules usually involve ex-
treme pietistic or ascetic practices directed by leaders who are arbitrary and often capricious in 
their treatment of their members. The prophet Isaiah in this passage reminds us that God is not 
exclusionary, but God is always welcoming and open to one and all. Indeed, the house of God 
“shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.” 
 In our second reading, we find that Paul speaks to the universality of God’s gift of always 
saving a remnant of believers. The remnant will be those who have faith. Paul reminds us that 
God works in ways we do not understand. Paul reminds us not to write off anyone. God will 
have no “them” and “us,” no insiders and outsiders. 
 We know from our bible lessons as young people that the Canaanite woman in today’s 
Gospel is truly the ultimate “outsider.” She has three strikes against her: she is a non-Jew; she is 
a Canaanite enemy; she is a woman. Some people think her forwardness is actually a greater 
strike against her than the other three. Her back story is her plight of a daughter who is suffering, 
troubled, and beset by a demon. This woman recognizes that Jesus is Lord, Son of David, so she 
loudly beseeches Jesus to cure her child. The Lord does not answer. The bungling disciples in-
stead respond without pity and are actually embarrassed because of her. They simply want to get 
rid of her and they ask Jesus to send her way. Jesus tells her that his mission is for others, but she 
faithfully continues to be persistent. In time, because of her faith, he gives her everything: he 
heals her daughter 
 Some folks see Jesus as mean and sarcastic in this passage, but this is not correct. As we 
use today, so the gospel writers used a common literary form from their era that employed Se-
mitic wisdom and wit mixed into aphorisms and riddles to make a point. This interchange of Je-
sus and the woman must be read in light of the culture of then. If so, we then can understand 
why Jesus praises her wisdom and her faith. 
 On a higher level of thought, the Gospel writer Matthew uses this event to explain how the 
mission of Jesus for salvation is not a small or “clubby” one. Matthew makes it crystal clear that 
the mission of Jesus is one that extends beyond the house of Israel to the ends of the earth and to 
all people. Matthew wants us to understand that membership in the chosen people, a religious 
group or tradition, is neither essential nor enough. What is enough and essential is active faith. 
 The humble Canaanite woman is grounded in faith that is real and obviously lived. Her 
plea is not for herself, but for her sick and suffering child. Even though people see her as an out-
cast and outsider, her faith is what matters. Her prayer is simple and says it all: “Lord, help me!” 
May we always be people known for our faith and may we always know to call out faithfully 
and persistently “Lord, help me.” 
  

 Fr. Brian 
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Readings for the week of August 16, 2020 

Sunday:  Is 56:1, 6-7/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [4]/Rom 11:13-15, 29-32/Mt 15:21-28 

Monday:  Ez 24:15-24/Dt 32:18-19, 20, 21 [cf. 18a]/Mt 19:16-22 

Tuesday:  Ez 28:1-10/Dt 32:26-27ab, 27cd-28, 30, 35cd-36ab [39c]/Mt 19:23-30 

Wednesday:  Ez 34:1-11/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1]/Mt 20:1-16 

Thursday:  Ez 36:23-28/Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19 [Ez 36:25]/Mt 22:1-14 

Friday:  Ez 37:1-14/Ps 107:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [1]/Mt 22:34-40 

Saturday:  Ez 43:1-7ab/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [cf. 10b]/Mt 23:1-12 

Next Sunday:  Is 22:19-23/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8 [8bc]/Rom 11:33-36/Mt 16:13-20 

©LPi 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
Even in the midst of a global pandemic, service to others  
remains core to the work of our Church.  
 Our COVID response team of priests is anointing the sick in 
 hospitals. 
 Our priests continue to serve their communities virtually and 
 in-person as allowed.  
 Our Central Ministries continue to care for so many in need.  
 Our Risk Management office continues to provide guidance 

 for parishes and schools. 
 

This is Our Church. Funded by the Catholic Appeal. If you are able, please prayerfully consider making a 

gift to the 2020 Catholic Appeal to ensure that this critical work continues. Your support will make a signifi-
cant difference as we continue serving the Catholic faithful and all our brothers and sisters in need. To learn 

more about Your Church at Work or to make a donation, visit www.bostoncatholicappeal.org  Thank you! 

READINGS THIS WEEK 

http://www.bostoncatholicappeal.org
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