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WELCOME

If you are new to the parish, please introduce yourself to the priests after Mass. We want to know and serve you. To register,
please email your name and address to parishpublishing@stmarysfranklin.org and we will send you a Welcome Package
which will help you register.

SACRAMENTS
Sunday at 1:30pm by appointment only.
Baptism Preparation meeting required.
Penance: By appointment; please call 508-528-0020
Marriage: Couples planning to be married at St. Mary’s
should schedule their wedding one year in
advance and attend a Marriage Preparation
program.
Sacrament of the Sick: Please call the rectory if you have
a family member, friend, or neighbor who is unable to
attend church due to age or infirmity. We will provide
pastoral visits, with administration of the Sacraments.
Baptism:

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Children
Grade 1: Call the Religious Education Office for info
Grades 2-10 held in the St. Mary Center
Monday through Thursday
Classes suspended for the rest of the 2019-2020 school year
Adults
RCIA
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Meeting Wednesday 7:00pm
October - Easter
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Pastoral Reflections:
At Mass this weekend our opening prayer reminds us that the Spirit is the one who is given to us and that the Spirit will guide us to our promised inheritance. Certainly this Holy Spirit is
hard to pin down or see or recognize most of the time. For us to sense the presence of the Spirit
of God requires us to become quiet, centered, and focused. None of this is easy for us as our
heads are often filled with flashy lights and booming sounds.
In our first reading we learn that the prophet Elijah, with very open mind, was willing to
wait for the Lord to appear in some form or way. Recall that the great appearance of the Lord on
Mount Sinai was accompanied by great rumbling of thunder and gobs of thick smoke. It made
sense that Elijah would be right to expect some dramatic natural event to signal the Lord’s presence. We learn instead that God was not in the earthquake nor in the mighty wind nor in the fire;
he was, instead, in the quietest possible breeze. We are happy to learn that Elijah discovers the
Lord’s appearance and responds to it. Elijah, who never writes a word, is indeed a man of God
for he was in the Lord’s presence and he knew it. Clearly he is a prophet worth listening to and
heeding.
In the Gospel reading, we hear how Jesus is the central figure and that Peter is the object
of his attention, and also of ours. The three Gospel writers, Matthew, Mark, and John, all tell the
story of the storm at sea. They give us the captivating image of a small boat battered by the angry winds. We must note, however, that their versions of the incident vary in significant ways.
Mark and John have Jesus walking over the waters toward the boat. Peter stays put. In addition,
the actual endings of these three stories all differ also. The disciples are amazed and speechless.
Only in Matthew does Peter act and speak. Jesus calls and invites Peter to meet him on the waters of the sea. Peter is okay as long as he is focused on Jesus; he begins sinking the moment his
focus changes and in fact he focuses on himself. Without skipping a beat, Jesus reaches out to
steady Peter. Jesus also names out loud the cause of Peter’s near drowning— “Why did you
doubt?” Peter, sadly, does not respond. And then Jesus gets on the small boat. The wind ceases.
Then we witness in the story the confession of faith by the apostles. They exclaim: “Truly, you
are the Son of God.”
What are we to make of these dramatic and spectacular happenings such as the calming of
the sea, not even to mention walking on water? What are we to make of our Gospel passage? Towards what is it pointing us and teaching us? It may be that it is an image of the early church—a
small boat tossed about by the storm at sea. Although the Catholic Church is now far from little,
it is still tossed about on the sea of life. In the Gospel passage, the vision of Jesus walking on
water inspired fear and awe. Recall that Peter made a request. “If it is you …” and Jesus responds by saying: “Come!” and reaches out his hand.
This reaching out to grasp the extended hand of Jesus is what we all need to do as individuals and as a church community. In the
strength of Christ, the Church can stand against the storms and winds of our lives. The Church,
much like ourselves, may at times falter, but when we hear the Lord Jesus say “Come!”, all we
need to do is take his hand and follow.
Fr. Brian
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READINGS THIS WEEK
Readings for the week of August 9, 2020
Sunday:

1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a/Ps 85:9, 10, 11-12, 13-14 [8]/Rom 9:1-5/Mt 14:22-33

Monday:

2 Cor 9:6-10/Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9 [5]/Jn 12:24-26

Tuesday:

Ez 2:8—3:4/Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131 [103a]/Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14

Wednesday: Ez 9:1-7; 10:18-22/Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [4b]/Mt 18:15-20
Thursday:

Ez 12:1-12/Ps 78:56-57, 58-59, 61-62 [cf. 7b]/Mt 18:21—19:1

Friday:

Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 or 16:59-63/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 [1c]/Mt 19:3-12

Saturday:

Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2/Ps 132:6-7, 9-10, 13-14 [8]/1 Cor 15:54b-57/
Lk 11:27-28. Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Ps 45:10, 11, 12, 16 [10bc]/
1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56

Next Sunday: Is 56:1, 6-7/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [4]/Rom 11:13-15, 29-32/Mt 15:21-2
©LPi

Even in the midst of a global pandemic, service to others remains core to
the work of our Church. Anointing the sick. Serving our faith communities.
Supporting our schools. And so much more.
This is Our Church. Funded by the Catholic Appeal. If you are able, please prayerfully consider making a
gift to the 2020 Catholic Appeal to ensure that this critical work continues.
To learn more about Your Church at Work or to make a donation, visit www.bostoncatholicappeal.org
Thank you!
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