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WELCOME 
If you are new to the parish, please introduce yourself to the priests after Mass. We want to know and serve you. To register, 
please email your name and address to parishpublishing@stmarysfranklin.org and we will send you a Welcome Package 
which will help you register. 

Saint Mary Church 
One Church Square, Franklin MA 02038 

Phone: 508-528-0020   Fax: 508-528-1641  Website: www.stmarysfranklin.org  
 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society  Religious Education Office  201 Main Street 
508-918-2291    Phone: 508-528-1450   Fax: 508-528-0043 

SACRAMENTS 
Baptism:  Sunday at 1:30pm by appointment only.  
 Baptism Preparation meeting required. 
Penance:  By appointment; please call 508-528-0020 
Marriage:  Couples planning to be married at St. Mary’s 
 should schedule their wedding one year in  
 advance and attend a Marriage Preparation  
 program. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick: Please call the rectory if you have 
a family member, friend, or neighbor who is unable to  
attend church due to age or infirmity. We will provide  
pastoral visits, with administration of the Sacraments. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Children 

Grade 1: Call the Religious Education Office for info 
Grades 2-10 held in the St. Mary Center 

Monday through Thursday 
Classes suspended for the rest of the 2019-2020 school year 

 

Adults 
RCIA 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Meeting Wednesday 7:00pm 

October - Easter 



ST. MARY PARISH FRANKLIN 

Pastoral Reflections: 

 The Business Community knows very well that nothing is for free, even when they an-
nounce “it is free!” They know, and we should know that somehow or somewhere along the 
chain of buying and selling, someone, usually we the buyers, will have to pay. The bald truth is 
that the ways of God are very different. Grace is free. God’s life is freely given. What this truth 
means for us is found in this weekend’s readings. The prophet Isaiah and the gospel writer Mat-
thew tell us so much. The readings today reiterate this revelation. We are told this in the poetry 
of Isaiah, a letter from Paul, and a story from Matthew. 
 Scripture scholars know that the book of Isaiah is the work of at least three writers. This 
weekend we read and learn from “Second Isaiah,” the prophet and author of “the Book of Con-
solation.” The first Isaiah, called “Isaiah of Jerusalem,” had the painful job of warning Israel of 
impending disaster. Our Isaiah of this weekend wrote 150 years later. His role was easier than 
the first Isaiah. The foretold disaster of the first Isaiah did happen and Israel had gone into exile 
in Babylon. Second Isaiah picks up at this point and writes his Book of Consolation, which com-
prises chapters 40 through 55. We learn that the exile was ending and Isaiah is now announcing 
the good news of God’s deliverance. Isaiah proclaims that the Lord’s chosen remnant is indeed 
the blessed ones. They are in fact the beginning of a new creation, a new age, a new social order. 
Isaiah tells one and all that the Lord promises them refreshing water, ample enriching food for 
body and spirit, a renewal of the covenant once made with David. 
 Our Gospel passage has images and echoes similar to second Isaiah. Like Isaiah, Jesus 
would have seen a motley and worn out gathering who were so hungry for deliverance that they 
followed Jesus “… on foot.” They had sought him out and then begged for personal deliverance. 
They listened intently to his every word. They did not pay attention to the day, the hour, or their 
distance from home. They also were hungry for food and water. The compassion Jesus felt for 
the crowds readily translated into his action for their physical well-being. Note that this came 
first. 
 We know the story of the loaves and fishes as well as the people of this story. They also 
knew the Jewish Scriptures very well. They knew of manna in the desert, first recorded in Exo-
dus. They sang of this in many of the psalms—for example: 16, 78, 145. In the Jewish Scriptures 
banquets and suppers were constant images of the fullness of God. The crowds knew the verses 
from Isaiah: “You who have no money, come, receive grain and eat; come …” (55:1).The words 
once composed by Isaiah, were a reality in Jesus. The promises had come true. 
 Jesus invites us to come to the holy banquet table at Mass and be fully fed and then go and 
take up our lives. Our Catholic vision of our Mass is that we are sent from Mass, nourished by 
God’s Word and by the Bread of Life to proclaim the Good News.   
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Readings for the week of August 2, 2020 

Sunday:  Is 55:1-3/Ps 145:8-9, 15-16, 17-18 [cf. 16]/Rom 8:35, 37-39/Mt 14:13-21 

Monday:  Jer 28:1-17/Ps 119:29, 43, 79, 80, 95, 102 [68b]/Mt 14:22-36 

Tuesday:  Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22/Ps 102:16-18, 19-21, 29 and 22-23 [17]/ 
  Mt 14:22-36 or Mt 15:1-2, 10-14 

Wednesday:  Jer 31:1-7/Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13 [cf. 10d]/Mt 15:21-28 

Thursday:  Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9 [1a, 9a]/2 Pt 1:16-19/Mt 17:1-9 

Friday:  Na 2:1, 3; 3:1-3, 6-7/Dt 32:35cd-36ab, 39abcd, 41 [39c]/Mt 16:24-28 

Saturday:  Hb 1:12—2:4/Ps 9:8-9, 10-11, 12-13 [11b]/Mt 17:14-20 

 

Next Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a/Ps 85:9, 10, 11-12, 13-14 [8]/Rom 9:1-5/Mt 14:22-3 

©LPi 
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