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WELCOME

If you are new to the parish, please introduce yourself to the priests after Mass. We want to know and serve you. To register,
please email your name and address to parishpublishing@stmarysfranklin.org and we will send you a Welcome Package
which will help you register.

SACRAMENTS
Sunday at 1:30pm by appointment only.
Baptism Preparation meeting required.
Penance: By appointment; please call 508-528-0020
Marriage: Couples planning to be married at St. Mary’s
should schedule their wedding one year in
advance and attend a Marriage Preparation
program.
Sacrament of the Sick: Please call the rectory if you have
a family member, friend, or neighbor who is unable to
attend church due to age or infirmity. We will provide
pastoral visits, with administration of the Sacraments.
Baptism:

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Children
Grade 1: Call the Religious Education Office for info
Grades 2-10 held in the St. Mary Center
Monday through Thursday
Classes suspended for the rest of the 2019-2020 school year
Adults
RCIA
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Meeting Wednesday 7:00pm
October - Easter

ST. MARY PARISH FRANKLIN

Pastoral Reflections:
In our first reading this weekend we learn that God is truly supreme in all ways. This passage from the Book of Wisdom tells us that God is all-knowing, just, and powerful. Indeed we
may not realize it, but even our hearts, thoughts, and actions are clear to God, in fact even before
we know them. In contrast to his awesome and incomprehensible power, we learn that God is patient. The words of Wisdom illustrate for us how God tempers justice with mercy and also how
God’s actions teach us to be patient, fair, and hopeful.
We find in our second reading that Saint Paul encouraged the Romans to have patience in
dealing with the trials of this life. The “worrying” is really not worth the effort when we think
about the glory God has in store for us. Paul tells us that we are saved in the hope of what is unseen and also that we need to be patient in order to receive God’s promise of heaven. Bear in
mind that even when we lack patience, the Spirit helps us and gives us the heart to hope, wait,
and pray.
In our Gospel selection today, Jesus tells a parable about wheat and weeds. We hear that
after good seeds of wheat were planted, an enemy came along to the field and spread weeds.
Then when the plants popped up through the soil, the workers were upset to see so many weeds
and wanted to pull them out. We then hear that the owner encouraged the workers to be patient—
to let the weeds and plants grow together until the harvest. And finally, with whatever weeds
were left, the workers were to bundle and burn them.
All of our readings this weekend challenge us to be patient. We know from our own lives
that this is a tall order for a culture and people immersed in smart phones, devices, high-speed
Internet, all sorts of social media platforms, all types of app, and the ultimate in the business
world: “data analysis and manipulation.” Sadly it is true that we often are in such a hurry that we
do not take the time to look at all the aspects of a situation. Our intense speed causes us to judge
quickly and to judge only on surface matters. We can reach a fast decision that a person or a situation does not deserve. The constantly forgotten virtue of patience, however, gives us the time to
do God’s work among the wheat and the weeds. Rather than “delete” the weeds as evil and lost
causes, we may be shown by God’s example to wait patiently and lovingly for the final judgment
that belongs to God alone. We may be “smart, educated, and sophisticated,” but if we do not
have the patience of God to see more deeply, then we will miss much of the good of people and
of our lives.
Fr. Brian
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READINGS THIS WEEK
Readings for the week of July 19, 2020
Sunday:

Wis 12:13, 16-19/Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16 [5a]/Rom 8:26-27/
Mt 13:24-43 or 13:24-30

Monday:

Mi 6:1-4, 6-8/Ps 50:5-6, 8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23 [23b]/Mt 12:38-42

Tuesday:

Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 85:2-4, 5-6, 7-8 [8a]/Mt 12:46-50

Wednesday: Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [2]/Jn 20:1-2, 11-18
Thursday:

Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13/Ps 36:6-7ab, 8-9, 10-11 [10a]/Mt 13:10-17

Friday:

Jer 3:14-17/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13 [cf. 10d]/Mt 13:18-23

Saturday:

2 Cor 4:7-15/Ps 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6 [5]/Mt 20:20-28

Next Sunday: 1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12/Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-128, 129-130 [97a]/
Rom 8:28-30/Mt 13:44-52 or 13:44-46
©LPi
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