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WELCOME

If you are new to the parish, please introduce yourself to the priests after Mass. We want to know and serve you. To register,
please email your name and address to parishpublishing@stmarysfranklin.org and we will send you a Welcome Package
which will help you register.

SACRAMENTS
Baptism: Sunday at 1:30pm by appointment only.
Baptism Preparation meeting required.
Penance: By appointment; please call 508-528-0020.
Marriage: Couples planning to be married at St. Mary’s
should schedule their wedding one year in advance and attend a Marriage Preparation program.
Sacrament of the Sick: Please call the rectory if you have
a family member, friend or neighbor who is unable to attend church due to age or infirmity. We will provide pastoral visits, with administration of the Sacraments.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Children
Grade 1: Call the Religious Education Office for info
Grades 2-10 held in the St. Mary Center
Monday through Thursday
Adults
RCIA
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Meeting Wednesday 7:00pm
October - Easter

ST. MARY PARISH FRANKLIN

Pastoral Reflections:

Our first reading from the Book of Isaiah is a very beautiful reading as our summer now unfolds and all the wonderful plants and flowers around us grow in the sunlight and are watered by the occasional rain that falls. Our first reading tells us that it is
God who makes the rain to fall on the earth so all things may grow. The symbolism is
that God “waters” us with his sacred love and thus we grow in living a life of meaning
and purpose. Ultimately there is a harvest time when all plants mature. The fruit of all
this growing is that there is a spark of the divine in each one of us and it is clearly God’s
everlasting love.
Saint Paul is quite descriptive when he compares the work of the harvest to a mother’s labor during childbirth. He tells us that this labor or work is hard and often painful,
but the end result is the joy of holding her newborn baby. It likewise takes the same
hard work to make a crop healthy for the harvest, but the yield is very great.
Our Gospel passage shows Jesus telling a parable in which he describes the soil onto which the seed may fall. He offers many possibilities. If it falls on the hardened path,
birds may come and eat it because it is not embedded in the soil. Or it may land on rock,
which has very little soil and roots cannot go deep enough. Thorns and weeds (weeds
are sometimes called unwanted flowers!) may come and choke out the seed’s growth.
And finally, only if the seed falls on good soil can it take hold and mature into a fruitful
harvest.
Obviously when we interpret the parable we realize that we are the soil in which
God plants the seeds. The question, though, remains: Are we fertile soil or does our sinfulness or righteousness make us thorny? Or are we filled with weeds of distraction and
busy-ness? Note in the passage from Saint Paul’s letter he points us in the direction of
hope. One of the major themes in his letters to the early believing communities is that
our great hope and salvation rests in Christ who died for us. He makes clear that it is
Christ who removed the thorns of sin for us.
Gardeners know by experience that you must pay attention to the care of the soil.
Many times we can take care of the problems by ourselves, such as loosening soil or
weeding better, but at other times we need the help of a professional. And at still other
times all we need to do is add some new material to the soil to provide nutrients. Thus
these are the various lessons we need to remember: sometimes we can help ourselves,
sometimes we need help from others, and, just as importantly, sometimes we need to
directly help others.
Remember the marvelous image in Isaiah of the rain that will not return to God
until it has watered the earth and recall the thought that God’s word to us will not return to God void. We must ask ourselves how we care for this Word of God in our lives.
The answer is: by our self individually, with the help of others, and finally by sharing it
with others who are in need.

Father Brian
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READINGS THIS WEEK
Readings for the week of July 12, 2020
Sunday:

Is 55:10-11/Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14 [Lk 8:8]/Rom 8:18-23/Mt 13:1-23 or 13:1-9

Monday:

Is 1:10-17/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23 [23b]/Mt 10:34—11:1

Tuesday:

Is 7:1-9/Ps 48:2-3a, 3b-4, 5-6, 7-8 [cf. 9d]/Mt 11:20-24

Wednesday: Is 10:5-7, 13b-16/Ps 94:5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 14-15 [14a]/Mt 11:25-27
Thursday:

Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19/Ps 102:13-14ab and 15, 16-18, 19-21 [20b]/Mt 11:28-30

Friday:

Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8/Is 38:10, 11, 12abcd, 16 [cf. 17b]/Mt 12:1-8

Saturday:

Mi 2:1-5/Ps 10:1-2, 3-4, 7-8, 14 [12b]/Mt 12:14-21

Next Sunday: Wis 12:13, 16-19/Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16 [5a]/Rom 8:26-27/
Mt 13:24-43 or 13:24-30

©LPi
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