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In the first book in his trilogy of Jesas of Nazareth,
Pope Benedict XVI describes how the Gospel writer
Luke puts the coming of Christ in the context of world
history. Beginning with both the birth of Jesus and the
ministry of John the Baptist, Luke gives an account of
the political environment and tells us who the power
brokers were of the time. "fn those days u decree went
out from Caesar Augustus that the whole world shoald
be enrolled. This was the Jirst enrollment, when
Quirinius wss governor of Syria' (Luke l;1).

Again in Chapter 3, Luke gives us a timeline of the
ministry of John the Baptist and the beginning of the
ministry of Jesus by making mention of the ruling class.
" In the lifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar,
when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, und Herod
was tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch
ofthe region of lturaea and Trachonitis, and Lysunias
wss tetrurch of Abilene, during the high priesthood of
Annas and Caiaphas..... ".

In

describing the chronology

of

these events, Pope

XVI provides an interesting perspective as he
writes "the emperor und Jesus represent two different
orders of reality.....,,their encoanter does have the
potential to spark a conJlict that has implications for
the basic questions facing humanity und humun
Benedict

existence".

Put in this context, we can see the contrast between
Jesus and the all-powerful ruling class of the time. As I
reflected on this, I came to understand that our Christian
faith is a constant struggle between the secular world
and the Kingdom of Heaven - between the earthly city
and the heavenly city (as described by St Augustine in
his book the City of God). In today's environment, it is
a struggle between the Culture of Life and the Culture of
Death.

Consider

this struggle in the perspective of

the

Christmas story. God created us in his own image and

gave us life on this place that we call Earth. Like
Nazareth, our Earth is a mere spec in the middle of
nowhere in this vast universe, yet as far as we know, it is
the only place in the universe that supports life. He then
chose the Jewish people to be the way in which he
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world. Israel was not part of a
powerful empire like the Egyptians, Assyrians, Greeks
or Romans, and only after Moses is stripped of his
wealth and affluence, does God use him to free the
Jewish people from the bondage of slavery. Moses must
return to his roots as a Jewish slave before he can carry
out God's mission of deliverance. Throughout scripture,
God speaks to us through the most humble and less
prominent members of society. Not the affluent, not the
reveals himself to the

rich, not the politically connected but the weak and
humble.

When the time of fulfillment was at hand, God chose a
little known village called Nazareth to reveal himself to
mankind. He uses a poor girl to carry out his promise of
bringing a savior into the world. To fulfill this promise,
Mary and her spouse Joseph must travel to a distant
village called Bethlehem because of a decree issued by
the all-powerful Caesar. There, Mary gives birth to the
Christ child in a cave because there was no place for
them in the village. The first people whom the angels

send to pay homage to the newborn child were not
members of Caesar's ruling class, but the lowly
shepherds. When Jesus began his ministry, he chose 12
working class men with no political power or influence.
They were not lawyers, doctors, or in any way part of
the intellectual class. He finds them outside of the city
beyond where the powerful and influential reside.

At the

opposing side of the Christmas story is King
Herod. Herod, just like the Pharaoh in Egypt, who was
also threatened by rumors of a deliverer, orders the
killing of every first-born male child. The culture of
death tries to hunt down the messiah through a reign of
terror and death. The scripture passage in Matthew 2:18:
t'A voice was heard in Ramah, sobbing and load
lamentstion; Rachel weeping for her children, and she
would not be consoled, since they were no more"
reminds us of the suffering that a mother must endure
when a child is lost to the injustices and corruption of
society.

Life with the birth of
in direct confrontation with the culture of death

So here we have the Culture of
Jesus
lead by King Herod.
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Unlike Herod and Caesar, who use terror and military
might to display their power, God reveals himself in a
humble manner by becoming man in the simplest of
surroundings. The innocence of a child, a child in a
manger, so vulnerable without any earthly power,
threatens the power brokers of the governing class.
Then, in order to save the child from Herod, Mary and
Joseph must flee to another country. In Luke 2:34-35,
Simeon describes the suffering Mary will endure during
her life on earth: "This child is sel.. for a sign that is
spoken against-and a sword will pierce through your
own soul also-that thoaghts oat of many hearts may

be rcvealed".

In his vision from the Book of

Revelations, Saint John portrays the hostility

of

the

are the unborn, the elderly, the handicapped, the sick, the

blind and the poor. Like Francis of Assisi, Juan Diego
and Mother Teresa, these are the meek and humble
people whom God uses to reveal himself to humanity.

Today, like 2000 years ago, our humanity is threatened
by the acts of abortion, contraception, embryonic stem
cell research, euthanasia, war, drugs, pornography, and
greed, along with many other social ills that plague our
culture.

In Evangelium Vitae, Blessed John Paul II points out
that the Second Vatican Council "forcefully condemned
these attacks against human life". He said that the
Council "speciJically stated that these attacks on

power of evil against the woman and the child: "And the
dragon stood before the woman ... that he might devour
her child when she brought itforth" (Rev 12:1-6). To
further expound on John's vision, Blessed John Paul II
writes in his encyclical Evangelium Vitae (The Gospel
of Life): "life is always the center of the greut struggle
between good and evil, between light and darkness".

is to contribute to the renewal of
society through the promotion of the common good It

Like 2000 years ago, the manger scene, public prayer
and other religious symbols, threaten today's "hook-up"
culture of casual sex that demands government

acknowledging and defeniling the right to life ...,..nor
can there be fiue peace unless lW is defended and
promotedt'.

sponsored abortion, free contraception and changes to

our traditional values of marriage and family. Once
again, the Culture of Life threatens the culture of death;
and just like King Herod, our present day rulers give
millions of our taxes dollars to institutions that kill the
unborn, provide contraception to our youth and promote
euthanasia. They attempt to undermine our traditional
Christian values through the courts, by legislation, and
through the entertainment industry. The culture itself, in
the name of tolerance and diversity, seems to be doing
everything it can to force our Christian identity and the
Culture of Life to flee and hide from the public
discourse. Even many of our Catholic politicians defend
the culture of death by making "lukewarrn" statements
like "I am personally opposed.... but I am not going to
let my religious beliefs influence my political decisions"
(refer to Revelations 3:15 about being lukewarm in the
faith).

So who are the humble, the meek, and the merciful?
Just like two thousand years ago, they are the most
vulnerable and weakest members of our society. They

human life poison human society....... and they are a
sapreme dishonor to the Creatortt.

From the same encyclical, Blessed John Paul II states:
t'The Gospel of lW is
the whole of human society.
To be actively

is

pro-W

impossible to

for

further the common good without

Christmas is the celebration of life. God gives his only
son to free mankind from the clutches of death. Jesus
says '? am the way, the truth, and the life". So during
this Christmas season may we remember the meekness
and humility of all those throughout history who made
room for the Lord in their lives by responding to the call
given to all of us through the good news of Jesus Christ

as proclaimed through his One, Holy, Catholic and
Apostolic Church.
In the opening paragraph ofhis encyclical, Pope John II
tells us: ttAt the dawn of salvation, it is the Birth of a
Child which is proclaimed as joyful news: "f bring yoa
good news of a greut joy which will come to all the
people; for to you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord't (Lk 2:10-11), The
soarce of this "great joy" is the Birth of the Savior; but
Christmas also reveals the full meaning of every
human birth, and the joy which accompanies the Birth
of the Messiuh is thus seen to be the foundation and
fu$illment ofioy at every child born into the woild".

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN THE RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE AND HELP BRING THE GOOD NEWS
REGARDING THE DIGNITY OF LIFE FOR ALL - WE MEET EVERY 3RD MOIDAY OF THE MONTH IN
THE PARISH HALL AT 7:30 PM.
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