[18] FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT A

The following readings may be used only when the celebration of the liturgy
of the word for the children is held in a place apart from the main assembly.

FIRST READING

Creation of our first parents, and sin.
A reading from the book of Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7

he LorDp God took some earth and used it to make a man.
God breathed into the man’s nose,
and the man started breathing,
The Lorp God had made a garden in a place called Eden,
which was in the east,
and he put the man there.

The Lorp made all kinds of beautiful trees
and all kinds of fruit trees grow in the garden.
Two other trees were in the middle of the garden.

One of the trees gave life,
and the other showed the difference between right and wrong.

The snake was sneakier than any of the other wild animals
that the Lorp God had made.

One day it came to the woman and asked,

“Did God tell you not to eat fruit from any tree in the garden?”

The woman answered,
“God said we could eat fruit from any tree in the garden

except the one in the middle.
He told us not to eat fruit from that tree or even touch it.

If we do, we will die.”

“No, you won’t die!” the snake replied.

“God understands what will happen
on the day you eat fruit from that tree.

You will see what you have done,
and you will know the difference between right and wrong,

just as God does.”
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The woman stared at the fruit.
It looked beautiful and tasty.
She wanted the wisdom that it would give her,
and she ate some of the fruit.
She gave some to her husband Adam, and he ate it too.
At once they saw what they had done,
and they realized that they were naked.
So they sewed fig leaves together to make clothes for themselves.

The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 51:1, 10,12, 15

R. (3a) Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.

You are kind, God!

Please have pity on me.
You are always merciful!
Please wipe away my sins.

B. Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.

Create pure thoughts in me
and make me faithful again.

R. Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.

Make me as happy as you did
when you saved me; make me want to obey!

R. Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.

Help me to speak,
and I will praise you, Lord.

R. Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.

VERSE BEFORE THE GOSPEL Matthew 4.4b

B. Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

No one lives on bread alone,
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God,

R. Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.






