e

ko

Second Sunday of Lent

March 12, 2017
Rise and Do Not Be Afraid

Scripture Background

Connections to
Church Teaching
and Tradition

* “The Transfiguration gives

.

7P

us a foretaste of Christ’s
glorious coming, when

he ‘will change our lowly
body to be like his
glorious body.”” But it also
recalls that ‘it is through
many persecutions that
we must enter the
kingdom of God"®

(CCC, 556).

‘This is the proof, the test
of the genuineness of [a
person’s] own conversion.
It is inconceivable that [a
person] who has received
the word and surrendered
- . . to the kingdom should
not . . . become a witness
a proclaimer of the truth.
. . . Evangelization is a
complex process involv-
ing many elements . . .

a renewal of human
nature, witness, public
proclamation, whole-
hearted acceptance of,
and entrance into, the
community of the
church, the adoption of
the outward signs and of
apostolic works” (EN, 24).

hil 3:21.

8 Acts 14:22.
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Genesis 12:1-4a  Anyone who has ever faced a decision to leave the familiar behind and go
someplace new, perhaps by moving to another state or country or leaving one job for another,
can identify with this week’s reading from the Book of Genesis that introduces Abraham
(known as Abram when God called him). Out of nowhere, God tells Abram to leave the famil-
iarity of home and go to “a land that I will show you” (Genesis 12:1). God promises to be with
Abram and to bless him with descendants. There is a sense that Abram is destined for greatness,
but he must first say yes and follow the direction of the Lord. He must have felt fear in the midst
of it all, but Abram packed up Sarai and his family and left his home in Haran. It was an act of
trust in God that surrendered will and countered fear.

Psalm 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22 (22) The psalm picks up on the theme of trust with its
refrain: “Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you” (Psalm 33:22). The psalm-
ist reminds us that the Lord is kind and filled with steadfast love. The Lord who loves justice
and right will stand with his people as they make their way in the world. Whether leaving the
familiarity of home, standing in need of protection, or starving for sustenance, the Lord will fill
all need. No matter what we face in life, the Lord is trustworthy. We can relinquish all fear
when we trust that the Lord will give us what we need to pay attention to his call, make hard
decisions, and step into the unknown if that is indeed where God’s call leads.

2 Timothy 1:8b-10 As he writes this Second Letter to Timothy, Paul believes that his
departure is imminent and, in his determined way, strongly encourages Timothy to carry on the
ministry they have shared. Paul admits that preaching the Gospel and introducing people to the
person and life of Jesus the Christ will not always be easy, but he promises that God will give
Timothy what he needs to face the challenge.

Once again, a believer is being sent off on what seems like a lonely journey. Once again, a
believer is asked to continue to spread the Gospel and to remain faithful to Jesus Christ who
destroyed death and brought life to light. It is a daunting task for any human being, but none of
us does the work of the Gospel on our own. Like Timothy before us, we are given the strength
and grace of God to tell the Good News of God’s abundant love, What that looks like may be
different today from what it was in Timothy’s time. We may not all be called to leave home in
order to live faithfully, but we are called to move beyond comfort zones, to see the need around
us, and to love and care for others. How we do that is the work of our lives. If we feel afraid or

want to hang back and let someone else do the work, we, too, must hear Paul’s words and bear
our share of hardship for the Gospel without fear.

Matthew 17:1-9 Matthew’s narrative of the Transfiguration of Jesus is rich in symbolism
and meaning. There are implicit comparisons to Moses, who also met God on a mountaintop
and whose face shone after his meeting with God (Exodus 34:29). Moses and Elijah, great men
of God, appear in the vision. A voice from the clouds is a sign of God’s presence in a scene that
is reminiscent of Matthew’s account of Jesus’ baptism (3:17). But perhaps the most salient fea-
ture of Matthew’s account of Jesus Transfiguration is that Jesus took Peter, James, and John to
a mountaintop and when they left the mountain that day, his friends were beginning to sense
that Jesus was no ordinary human being. While it is natural to be unnerved by such a glimpse
of the divine, Jesus addresses the fear that knocked them off their feet: “Rise and do not be
afraid.” Thus, he made it clear that they could not remain on the mountaintop but must go back
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