Fifth Sunday of Lent
April 2, 2017
Untie Him and Let Him Go

Scripture Background
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Connections to
Church Teaching

and Tradition

“For theirs [the followers
of Christ] is a community
of people united in Christ
and guided by the holy
Spirit in their pilgrimage
towards the Father's
kingdom, bearers of a
message of salvation for
all of humanity” (GS, 1).

“The evangelists have
preserved two . . . explicit
prayers offered by Christ
during his public ministry.
.. . In the first, Jesus
confesses the Father.3 . . .
The second prayer, before
the raising of Lazarus, is
recorded by St. John.*

. . . . Jesus' prayer,
characterized by thanks-
giving, reveals to us
howtoask ..."” (CCC,
2603-2604).

13 Cf. Mt 11:25-27 and Lk 10:21-23
and cf. Eph 1:9.
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Ezekiel 37:12-14 Ezekiel served on God’s behalf during the time of the Judean exile in
Babylon in 593 Bc. Like prophets before and since, Ezekiel was both a taskmaster and cheer-
leader, demanding that the people turn from wayward lives and encouraging them to place their
hope in the Lord. This reading conveys a message of hope as it interprets Ezekiel’s famous
vision of dried bones scattered throughout the plains (37:2-10). The Lord has told Ezekiel to
“prophesy over these bones, and say to them: Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! . . . I will
make breath enter you so you may come to life” (Ezekiel 37:4-5). Even though the people live
in exile like dead bones on the plain, God has not forgotten them. He promises that he will raise
them from their graves of hopelessness and bring them “back to the land of Israel” (Ezekiel
37:12). He will breathe his spirit into them and give them new life. It is not a story intended as
a direct commentary on the resurrection from the dead. It is instead a message of God’s faith-
fulness to the people of Israel. Though bound in exile, they must know and remember that God

will set them free.

Psalm 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 (7) “With the Lord there is mercy, and fullness of redemp-
tion” (Psalm 130:7). The psalm’s refrain holds the promise of redemption and new life for the
people of Israel. But this psalm, considered one of seven penitential psalms, begins with the
haunting lament: “Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord; / Lord, hear my voice!” (Psalm 130:1).
In the midst of this plaintive cry, the psalmist expresses a spirit of confident trust in the Lord’s
forgiveness. Vigilant and alert, the psalmist waits on the Lord, trusting that the Lord’s generous
mercy will bring redemption to his people. It is a statement of faith that we can make our own.
No matter what chains restrict us, what illness or worry consumes us, or what bondage we
endure, we can trust in the Lord to walk with us. We can trust the Lord to support and free us.

Romans 8:8-11 In this passage, Paul wants us to know that, through Christ’s Death and
Resurrection, we now belong to God in a very special way. God has sent his Spirit to remain
with us and help us. Paul begins by saying that the goal of human life is to please God. He cau-
tions that self-absorption (living in the flesh) presents a big trap that drags us away from God.
But Paul also reminds his readers that the Spirit dwelling within all believers is the source and
strength for living faithful lives. When distracted by things of the world, God’s Spirit will help
the faithful focus on what matters most. When tempted to place trust in the things of this world,
Christ will help the faithful remain fixed on grace. When selfishness threatens love, the Spirit
of God will help the faithful to live for others. Paul promises that, with the Spirit, believers can

live righteously and thus participate in divine life.

John 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45 Can you imagine receiving a phone call with
the news that your best friend who lives nearby is dying and thinking to yourself, “T’ll just wait
four days and see what happens™? Of course not. That is our clue that John’s narrative about
Jesus’ friend Lazarus speaks not of the bonds of human friendship, but rather of the power of
Jesus. It helps to think of this Gospel passage as six acts of a dramatic tableau. The first act
establishes the purpose of the drama: “This illness is . . . for the glory of God” (John 11:4). The
second recounts Jesus’ decision to return to Lazarus’s hometown even though it is dangerous to
do so. The third act puts Jesus and the disciples in Bethany, where they learn that Lazarus has
been dead for four days, enough time for the rabbinic scholars to believe Lazarus’s soul had left
his body. The fourth act introduces Martha, who first chastises Jesus and then professes her
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