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From Misericordiae Vultus (The Face of Mercy) – Originating document for the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy:
17. The season of Lent during this Jubilee Year should also be lived more intensely as a privileged moment to celebrate
and experience God’s mercy. How many pages of Sacred Scripture are appropriate for meditation during the weeks of
Lent to help us rediscover the merciful face of the Father! We can repeat the words of the prophet Micah and make
them our own: You, O Lord, are a God who takes away iniquity and pardons sin, who does not hold your anger forever,
but are pleased to show mercy. You, Lord, will return to us and have pity on your people. You will trample down our sins
and toss them into the depths of the sea (cf. 7:18-19). […]
[…] The initiative of “24 Hours for the Lord,” to be celebrated on the Friday and Saturday preceding the Fourth Week of
Lent, should be implemented in every diocese. So many people, including young people, are returning to the Sacrament
of Reconciliation; through this experience they are rediscovering a path back to the Lord, living a moment of intense
prayer and finding meaning in their lives. Let us place the Sacrament of Reconciliation at the centre once more in such a
way that it will enable people to touch the grandeur of God’s mercy with their own hands. For every penitent, it will be a
source of true interior peace. […]
18. During Lent of this Holy Year, I intend to send out Missionaries of Mercy. They will be a sign of the Church’s maternal
solicitude for the People of God, enabling them to enter the profound richness of this mystery so fundamental to the
faith. There will be priests to whom I will grant the authority to pardon even those sins reserved to the Holy See, so that
the breadth of their mandate as confessors will be even clearer. They will be, above all, living signs of the Father’s
readiness to welcome those in search of his pardon. […]
[…] Bishops are asked to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation with their people so that the time of grace made
possible by the Jubilee year makes it possible for many of God’s sons and daughters to take up once again the journey to
the Father’s house. […]

Suggestions for living the Spiritual Work of Mercy: To Forgive Offenses (Mark 11:25; Luke 11:1-4)








Go to confession. As you feel God’s forgiveness, extend that forgiveness to someone who has offended you.
Offer a kind word to someone who has slighted you.
Pray for someone who has hurt you.
Let go of a grudge.
Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.
Meditate on “And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us”
Your own suggestion: _______________________________________________________

Opportunity for Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) at St. Mary’s:
6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Wednesdays during Lent
(February 17, 24, March 2, 9, 16, 23)
3:00 p.m. – 3:45 p.m. Saturday afternoons
Holy Saturday: 2:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Or by appointment: call rectory (508-528-0020)
Extensive resources for Reconciliation can be found at www.thelightisonforyou.org.
Our Lady of LaSalette Shrine (Attleboro) hears confessions every weekday from 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m., as well as many
other times.
24 Hours for the Lord on March 4 and 5:
In our area, three churches will be open for a 24-hour period, beginning with Mass on Friday evening, March 4, and
concluding with Mass on Saturday evening, March 5. Confessions will be offered during these “24 Hours for the Lord.”
The churches are St. Catherine, Norwood; Immaculate Conception, Marlboro; Our Lady of Fatima Shrine, Holliston.
Missionaries of Mercy were sent forth from the Vatican on Ash Wednesday (see above).
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