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Footsteps: Walking Together with Christ and Each O

ther to

Build a Stronger St. Mary Parish

by John M. Ristaino

St. Mary Parish is a vibrant and stror
faith community with a wide variety o
members, resources, talents and nee
God, the Church and prayers remind
that we are a pilgrim church here ¢
earth. As such, we journey with Chris
We walk with him to strengthen ou
faith, increase our love for our neighbo
and to foster faith in our ever growin
parish family.

You may have noticed some changes
the Sanctuary of the upstairs churc
The new look is the result of man
talented people. The new panels we
designed and made by the team
professionals at Loretta’s Decoratini
The silk flower arrangements wer
designed and constructed by Sanc
Karen and Brenda at Hillside Nurser
The cross on the back of the altar w
designed and built by Mark Clarcq. Jai
Curran of Jane’s Frames created a
made the fabric matting inserts for tt
new cross. Thanks goes out to each
these wonderful and talented people.

The Arise Program has just wrapped

Season 3. This marks the half way poi
of the six series program. Arise Seas
4 will be starting up early in the ne\
year. Please watch for details at
remember you can sign up for Seasor
regardless if you have participated in a
of the previous seasons. It's a gre
program and has taught me much abi
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View from the Pew

my faith and has allowed me to get to
know some terrific parishioners who
| would have never met.

Thanks goes to the Sacred Heart
Council of the Knights of Columbus
for approving to spend money and
muscle on the initiative to revitalize
the lower church. In early 2010,
construction will get underway which
will lead to new meeting space in the
lower church. This space will provide
parish groups a place to meet. It will
also give us a place to host social
gatherings after some Masses. Pleas¢
watch the bulletin for more details on
this wonderful initiative.

St. Mary Parish will once again
celebrate Christmas with a Midnight
Mass. This was very well received
last year. Father Brian and Father
Frank are looking forward to
celebrating this joyous Holy Day
with the parishioners of St. Mary
Parish, our visitors and holiday
guests.

The new weekly Mass schedule was
implemented in September. Response
has been very favorable and more
people are attending Mass here at St.
Mary Parish. We have more people
making footsteps with us as we walk
with Christ to build a stronger St
Mary Parish.

Christmas Gifts and New Year’'s Resolutions

Welcome Back!

Christ the Transformer

By Joan McGuire

“The word became flesh and dwelt
among us.”

Unbelievable! What could God be
thinking? We cannot fathom this won-
drous gift...

Unfortunately, many of us have been

exposed to the “ladder theology.” We

must climb the ladder of good works in

order to get to heaven; it is like being a
spiritual Jack in the Beanstalk. The

result of this thinking is that we keep

our eyes steadfast on ourselves. Our
egos get bigger each day as we plan
how we are going to serve God. And

we tell God how he can cooperate in
our plan.

The truth is that all is a gift. The new
covenant that is mentioned each day at
the consecration of the Mass is unilat-
eral. He made us his children, in his
image and likeness without asking us
for anything. All we have to do is open
our hearts to accept his love and allow
Him to transform us into that likeness
which we already potentially possess.
Our prayers will become “Lord, show
me what you want me to do today.”
We will become less like generals with
our eyes glued to our plan of action
and more followers with our eyes riv-
eted on Christ, our brother and role
model.

(Continued on page 5)
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This Christmas ¢ S Families’

I >
By John Ristaino  The words which resonate and haunt me == Corner
) ~are "mend a quarrel, seek out a forgotten
About 10 years ago a friend of mine frieng, forgive an enemy, listen, apolo- By Katherine Ginnetty

sent me the following piece which had gize if you were wrong, think first of The family, as we know, is the domestic
been printed in her parish bulletin. My someone else.” These are such simpleChurch. It is within the family that we

reaction to it was so positive, she \yords but they carry and convey very come to understand and live out the truths
printed it out and had it framed for me jfficult tasks about forgiving. As Chris- of our Faith. As parents, as the primary
as a Christmas gift that year. Since tians, followers of the Christ, we pray €ducators of the children God has given to
that Christmas, | place the framed “torgive us our trespasses as we forgive US: We must have a solid grounding in the
quote next to the créche in my home those who trespass against us.” Again, C2inolic teaching so that we may correctly
as a reminder of what Christmas is these are simple words which we know participate in the formation of our children

truly about, and what we should be from our earliest days of prayer. Yet ono P 800d guides to them. Recently we

iatiana- ; e have received some help in this area
about as Christians; forgiveness. For- they ask us to do very a difficult human through the work of thepRespect Life

giveness is love. task; forgive others. Committee which has begun to insert a
THIS CHRISTMAS Mother Teresa has been quoted as sayings  quote rom His Holiness, John Paul I
Mend a quarrel. _ "If we really want to love we must learn “There cannot be true peace unless life is
Seek out a forgotten friend. how to forgive." Again, such simple defended and promoted.” With the advent
Write a love letter. words with a difficult task and a great of this publication as part of our parish
Share some treasure. reward. Forgiveness leads to love. communication, the Weave interviewed
Give a soft answer. the Committee to provide parishioners
Encourage y(_)uth. Fred Rogers (Mister Rogers to millions) with more information about its work:
Keep a promise. spoke about how challenging offering \yeave: Who is the Pro-Life Committee of
Find the time. forgiveness can be when he said; gt Marys Parish and what is the objec-
Forgive an enemy. “Forgiveness is a strange thing. It can tjve of its newsletter?

Listen. sometimes be easier to forgive our ene- committee: The Pro-Life Committee is an
Apologize if you were wrong. mies than our friends. It can be hardest apostolate of St. Mary's Parish known as
Think first of someone else. of all to forgive people we love. Like all Saint Mary's Respect Life Committee,
Be kind and gentle. of life's important coping skills, the abil- whose mission is to promote, through
Laugh a little. ity to forgive and the capacity to let go prayer and education, Catholic teaching on
Laugh a little more. of resentments most likely take root very the sanctity of human life, from the mo-
Express your gratitude. early in our lives.” ment of conception to the time of natural
Gladden the heart of a child. death. We have eight active members,
Take pleasure in the beauty and won- | stryggle with forgiveness. It sounds Betty Ranieri, Jeanne Monahan, Berna-
der of the earth. simple to do; to forgive someone. But dette O’Connor, Frank Fiorillo, David
Speak your I_ove. when | think about it, that person hurt Lang, Marie Murphy, and David and Mar-
Speak !t again. . me. That person betrayed me. That Ioer_garet Vise. We hope to attract new active
Speak it still once again. son insulted me. That person injured me, MeMbers through the newsletter which

That person is out to get me. That personwi" be published quarterly. The newsletter

-Anonymous- shares different values than | do. Forgiv- > 2 NSW venue for us as we try to keep

; . v chal current with pro-life initiatives such as
INg a person, any person IS really chal- 1o s ang walks, as well as the propagate
lenging. And yet, | have learned, that

) . : official Catholic teaching found mainly in

when forgiveness is given, the giver also coniliar documents and papal encyclicals

0505y recelves. and pronouncements. We will shy away
from opinion pieces by publishing from

Forgiveness leads to freedom. Forgive- official Church documents. We want to

ness snaps the chains that bind us to haclarify the Church’s teaching on life issues

| tred and anger. Forgiveness leads us towith the newsletter.
# % joy. Forgiveness leads us to love.

; . o Weave: Why do you think there is a need
& Part of Advent fi f for special education on the issues of life?
& art ,0 my Advent preparation 101 o,y mittee: Because the Church’s teach-
( % Christ’s arrival into my heart this Christ- ing is often contradicted by what people
& . . . .
. mas will involve learning how to forgive  yeaq in the newspapers or hear in the news
# *

others who | have not yet forgiven. Per- geclaring abortion as a “right,” or refer-
haps it will involve me apologizing to ring to the “right to die.” As Catholics we
(Continued on page 6) (Continued on page 7)
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Wow! My Goodness! Six months have
almost passed since my arrival at Saint
Mary's. When | arrived, | spoke of the
wonderful reputation that Saint Mary’s
Parish has and how honored | was to
be appointed Pastor. Six months later |
must say again “how honored | am to
be Pastor.”

By Fr. Brian Manning

During these past six months | have
experienced the faith and goodness of
many people. | want to thank the

Pastoral, Professional and Support
Staff for their caring and dedication in

assisting me, and Father Frank, as we
begin our priestly ministry at Saint

Mary's. | extend my gratitude to the

Parish Pastoral (PPC) and Finance
(PFC) Councils for their guidance and

advice. | am grateful to the Lectors,

Eucharistic Ministers, Cantors, Choirs,

Mass Servers and Ushers for their
faithful and devoted service in helping

all of us “offer praise and worship to

our God” at our Liturgies.

Religious Education, RCIA and Pre-
Cana are important programs of
spirituality and faith that have begun.
To all those who are involved, |
express my admiration for your
dedicated service and appreciation for
your commitment.

The famous Saint Rocco Festa was
impressive. | withessed a wonderful
expression of community and caring in
the hours of service before, during and
after the Festa.

St. Mary's has many small prayer
groups that meet faithfully to pray.
This witness of quiet holiness is
impressive.

During the summer months the PPC,
the PFC and various committees met to
help our Parish strengthen or launch
new programs that will develop or

sustain our faith. Our new weekend
Mass Schedule (Sat. 4 PM, Sunday
7:30 AM, 9 AM, 10:30 AM, Noon and

5 PM) has helped many parishioners.
The new wonderful Contemporary
Choir at the 5 PM has brought a deep

Reflections from Father Brian

beauty to this Mass. The now
developing Teen “The Rock”
Program will help our young people
in the ways of our faith. Funeral
Masses are now celebrated at 10:00
as a regular policy. The sanctuary in
the main church has been carefully
enhanced with subtle beautiful colors
or artifacts.

The graced spirituality program for
adults, ARISE, is running at full tilt.
This program is deepening the faith
of many, many of our Parishioners. |
am also grateful for the sacred work
of our St. Vincent de Paul Society.
Quietly they serve the many needs of
the struggling or needy of our Parish.
Thank you to the parishioners who
donate food and finances. Both are
needed and deeply appreciated.

| also am grateful to the parishioners
who are supporting the weekly
Collection and also our Grand
Annual Collection. | have also
written to everyone in our parish
census to ask them to consider giving
to the Grand Annual. Some
parishioners are less engaged in our
parish life, but know that we are here
to serve them 24/7 and at the sad
times of funerals, the joys of
weddings or baptisms and also for
the great feasts of Christmas and
Easter. | ask them to consider giving
to the Grand Annual to support the
parish that stands ready and willing
to assist them. To all those who have
given or are giving soon, thank you.

The Sacred Heart Council (Franklin)
of the Knights of Columbus has
given us a gift of $150,000.00 to help
us with Phase | of creating meeting
spaces in the back half of our lower
Church. | am most grateful to their
committed gift to help Saint Mary’s
Parish.

Father Frank and | appreciate the
friendliness and warmth of all of the
Parishioners as they depart from
Church after Sunday Masses. Thank
you for your constant stream of
(Continued on page 6)

View From the Pew

By Joan McGuire

A New Baby Visit

| have lived through three generations
of Baby Visits. In my early days in the
Bronx, my friends’ mothers were hav-
ing babies. Everyone went to see the
baby. Relatives came from near and far.
Disagreements that had caused resent-
ments were forgotten. The neighbors
provided food for the occasion. When |
was old enough, | sat in the sturdy liv-
ing room rocking chair and the baby
was put in my arms. It was a great
thrill. Later | made the same visits when
my friends had their children and | was
one of the cookers. Now with a new
generation | am still making Baby Vis-
its to my friends’ new grandchildren.

Through all the years there is a same-
ness in the behavior of the visitors.
When the baby is put in their arms a
great change comes over them. Their
eyes are fixed tenderly on the baby's
face and their voice takes on gentleness
as they whisper soothing words of love
to the little one. There are afternoons
when the baby's head never touches the
bassinet as he or she is passed around to
each newcomer to be admired and
loved.

This is the season we celebrate the birth
of Jesus. St. Luke relates the “New
Baby Visit” of the shepherds and Magi.

It seems that people acted the same way
even then. Of course, if they were
women they would have brought a cas-
serole.

With God there is no linear time. All
things are in the present. We can cele-
brate the birth of Christ anew every
day. He is waiting for us daily in Mass
or as we make a spiritual communion.
How different would our days be if we
began each day with a “Baby Visit” al-
lowing the loving behavior of the mo-
ment to sweep over us. Even more spe-
cial if we spiritually shared the baby
with each person we met that day.
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Mark Your Parish
Calendar

Thanksgiving Day

9am Mass

No Adoration

Recycling Day 9-2 parking lot
Baptisms 1:30

Penance Service Gr. 2-6 4pm
Grades 7-10 7pm

Mass at Central Park Terrace
Pageant rehearsal 9-10am
Baptisms 1:30

Vigil Mass 4pm

Immaculate Conception
Masses: 7am, 9am, 7:30pm
CWC Meeting 7:30pm

Mass at Forge Hill

Pageant Rehearsal
Baptismal Catechesis
Baptisms

Prolatio Singers Concert
6:30pm

Prayer and Play 10am
Baptisms 1:30

Mass at nursing home
Pageant rehearsal 4-5pm at
Horace Mann

Christmas Eve

Masses: 4pm (3), 6pm,
7:30pm, Midnight

Christmas Day

Masses: 9am, 10:30am
Baptisms

Vigil Mass: 4pm

Feast of Mary, Mother of
God - Masses 9, 10:30am
Baptisms

Mass at Forge Hill 2pm
Baptisms 1:30

Baptisms 1:30

Martin Luther King Interfaith
Service 7pm

CWC Meeting

Baptisms 1:30

Prayer and Play 10am
Baptisms 1:30

Mass at Central Park Terrace
all
Masses

Baptisms 1:30

Mass at Forge Hill 2pm

Ash Wednesday

Masses: 7am, 9am, 7:30pm
Prayer Services: 12:10pm,
4pm

CWC Meeting

Prayer and Play 10am
Baptisms

Penance Services:

4pm, 7pm

#* **

Book Review

Practicing Catholic,
James Carroll,
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt

Writer James Carroll combines person:
narrative with timely theological issues
with both eloquence and honesty in hi
latest work.

Carroll's frank honesty is evidenced ir
these words from his introduction.

Grave moral failings of the Church

became evident in the era since my
birth, and those historic failings were

compounded by further mistakes in
recent years. | reflect on this dark
legacy, showing what it meant to me as
| was repeatedly forced to confront it.

But | am less at judgmental criticism

than at a loving act of remembrance,
recalling Catholics — and myself — to

what they have been at their best. A
tradition centered on social justice,
accommodation of immigrants, the
work of peace, sacramental respect for
creation, liturgical beauty, a global

vision, and the consolations of faith —
all of this weighs as much in the scale
of history as spiritual imperialism,

scandal, and hypocrisy.

As Carroll's story unfolds it is clear that he
is a dissident in love with the Catholic
Church, nevertheless. He finds gre¢
meaning and consolation in reciting thes
words during the Communion Rite of the
Mass. “Lord, | am not worthy to receive
you, but only say the word and | shall b
healed.” Carroll returns to these word
often throughout his story.

In his youth, Carroll embraced the
priesthood and served as a colleg
chaplain for a number of years. He
subsequently left the priesthood and h
embraced a life of writing.
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His heroes have been Pope John,
XXIII, John F. Kennedy, Cardinal
Richard Cushing, William Sloane
Coffin, Jr., Thomas Merton and Martin
Luther King, Jr. Carroll welcomed the
work and spirit of Vatican 1l and
laments that subsequent popes have not
carried on the work and spirit of Pope
John XXIII.

Carroll concludes his book on an
optimistic note from Pope John XXIII,
on the occasion of the opening of
Vatican II.

In the daily exercise of our pastoral

ministry, and much to our sorrow,

we sometimes listen to those who,
consumed with zeal, have scant
judgment or balance. To such ones
the modern world is nothing but

betrayal and ruin. They claim that

this age is far worse than previous
ages . . . We feel bound to disagree
with these prophets of doom who
are forever forecasting calamity . . .
Today, rather, Providence is

guiding us toward a new order of

human relationships, which, thanks
to human effort and yet far

surpassing human hopes, will bring

us to the realization of still higher

and undreamed-of experiences.

The book is filled with eloquent

passages, historical context, and
thought-provoking ideas. It contains a
generous index, endnotes (31 pages),
and a twentieth-century American

Catholic chronology.

Carroll is so great a critic of the
Catholic Church that some will not
wish to read this book. However, this
book might be a welcome Christmas
gift for the history buff and, especially,
for the person who has theological
issues with the Catholic Church.
Perhaps, Carroll's perspective could
assist that person in appreciating the
rich tradition of the Church. As usual, a
copy of this book may be borrowed
from the collection of the Olive Branch,
and the Franklin Public Library can
secure a copy for you from its network.

Clara Lodi
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By Nan Rafter, Parish Nurse

This past summer allowed for som
“down-time” and time for reflection. |
spent a lot of time reflecting on homi
and what that means. Jim and | set |
“house” 40 years ago when we wer
married. Our first home was in the bas:
ment of an apartment building. It was th
first time leaving my childhood home
(except for nurses training). Togethe
Jim and | made our apartment, with i
many floods and curious smells, a lovin
home and our special place. Our seco
home brought babies and was filled wit
laughter and many challenges and it so
grew too small for our growing children.

Our third and present home has been fi
of life, death and peace. The nest em
tied 10 years ago, but the love continu
to grow. Both Jim’s and my parents hav
died in the years we have lived in thi
home but their memories live in ou
hearts. There is peacefulness about ¢
home which makes it a welcoming plac
to go home to each evening. Now thi
we have our new granddaughter, Evy
Elizabeth, we look forward to more
laughter, joy and new life to our home.

Home is a gift | have come to realize thi
cannot be taken for granted. The final
cial crisis and many natural disastel
have people losing their homes evel
day. Home can represent man

The Gift of Home

things....safety, protection, comfort, support groups for domestic abuse is-
security. It can also be a place of unrest, gyes. If you decide to de-clutter, why not
discomfort and sadness. donate clothes to St Vincent de Paul. A
clothing box is next to the rectory. If you
have “stuff,” the Hope Chest store on
Route 109 in Millis is a great place to
bring those treasures and all sales benefit
their prison ministry. You may decide to
create a sacred place in your home for
prayer and peace or have the priest or
church volunteer visit to help re-connect
to St Marys, for Reconciliation or bring
the Eucharist.

| invite you this Advent season to take
time to reflect on your home and what it
means to you. What is your home like?
Does it bring you happiness and peace?
Do you feel safe and secure? Take some
time to reflect on others homes: Those
homes where people live who are
lonely, sad, or grieving. Those who are
away from their home: soldiers fighting
for our country, prisoners who have

dong wrong, relatives and friends who My wish for you is that your home will
are in nursing homes who have had 10 pe 3 place of comfort and that you will
give up their home. be blessed with peace wherever you are

Church is also a home...our home with this holiday season.

God and our community. Some of you | et us pray to God for His blessing: Fa-
may be away from the church because ther in heaven, look upon this family in
of health, homebound status or you may your love, and give them the blessing of
feel hurt or alienated. your peace. Let your Spirit of joy fill
their hearts so that they may be holy and
happy. May their concern for others
reflect your love, and bring them happi-
t ness throughout this year. Amen (Taken
from A Book of Blessings

Home has a different meaning for every
one of us.

Why not take some time this Adven
and Christmas season to reflect, pray
and listen to how God will lead you. As
you look at your home environment you
may realize that it is unsafe: physically ...Christ
or emotionally. The Franklin Senior

Center has a safety assessment prograntontinued from page 1)

to help keep seniors physically safe in The greatest change to be seen in peo-
their home. Norwood HOSpltal offers p|e who put themselves into the trans-

PARISH COMMUNICATION

forming hands of the triune God is that
they become more communal. They

This parish is very large and active. It is imporfantus to be able to give you accurate infor-
mation and for you to be able to contact us as neededu ifvigh to contact anyone at the
rectory we can be reached by phone, 508-528-0020; Fax, 508-528-164 AjloHene are
email addresses for the clergy and rectory staff:

Father Brian Manning: bmanning@stmarysfranklin.org

become more aware of the existence
and needs of heir brothers and sisters in
Christ. As was said of the early Chris-

tians, “See how these Christians love
one another.”

Father Frank Campo: fcampo@stmarysfranklin.org

Paula Coughlin: parishpublishing@stmarysfranklin.org

Claire Perry: cperry@stmarysfranklin.org.

Paulette Thomas: pthomas@stmarysfranklin.org

Nan Rafter: nrafter@stmarysfranklin.org

ADVENT CONCERT

If your parish group or organization would like to plageotice in the bulletin, we must re-
ceive itin writing by 5pm Sunday afternoon for the following weekend. Informatamalso
be submitted for inclusion on the parish website at any Buketin or website information
can be emailed to parishpublishing@stmarysfranklin.org

Mark your calendars for
Sunday, Dec.13!
The Prolatio Singers and Players
will be performing a concert of

If your organization is planning to use any parish faciliies, such as the church, rectory or
school, for your meetings, events, etc. it is very irtgd that you call and reserve the time and
place that you want. This is tlealy way that you can be assured of having your activity at the

desired location.

sacred Advent, Marian
and Gregorian music
at our church.
More info will follow

CHECK OUT OUR PARISH WEBSITE: www.stmarysfranklin.org. There is a wealth of

information available there.

in upcoming bulletins.




Christmas Gifts and New Year Resolutions

ministry. Bobby Catalano will ex-
plain to you what is involved in serv-
ing as an Usher. John Ristaino will
train you on how to serve as a Lector.
Joan McGuire will facilitate your
training and commissioning to serve
as a Eucharistic Minister. The com-
mitment is usually for once or twice
a month and depends on your avail-
ability. The one requirement to serve
as a Lector or as a Eucharistic Minis-
ter is that you are a confirmed Catho-
lic.

By John Ristaino
Name:
As we prepare to celebrate the wonderful
Holy Day and Holiday of Christmas and
the start of 2010, it is a wonderful time to
pause and think about what gifts we can
give and resolutions we can make. Here
is a suggestion about making a gift and a
resolution which will help our parish
family; volunteer to serve as an Usher
(greeter), Lector, or Eucharistic Minister.

Telephone Number :

E-mail Address:

There is always a need for parishioners to
serve in these roles. We are the Church;
always have been, and always will be. If you are interested in making such a
The Church depends on us as we depend 9ift or resolution of your time and

on it. Please consider making a differ- talent; please contact the rectory at
ence in our parish family be serving in 508-528-0020 or complete the form

Interested in serving as (please circle):
Usher Lector Eucharistic Minister

one of these capacities.

There is some training needed for eac

Advent and Christmas
Liturgical Celebrations

Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Vigil: December 7
4pm
December 8
7am, 9am, 7:30pm

Prolatio Singers and Players
Sunday, Dec. 13

Christmas Eve
Masses:
4pm (3 Masses); upper church,
lower church, Horace Mann Audi-
torium with the Children’s Pageant

6pm, 7:30pm
*Midnight Mass**

Christmas Day
Masses: 9am and 10:30am

Vigil of the Feast of the Blessed Vir;
gin Mary, Mother of God
December 31
Mass at 4pm

New Year's Day
Feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Mother of God
Masses at 9am, 10:30am

Ao A Bordl

words, actions or non-actions.

which when given freely gives back and

and drop it into the collection basket
when you attend Mass. Thank you
h for your consideration.

New Column Coming

In the next edition of The Weave, the
plan is to initiate a “Good News” col-
umn. It can be successful only if you,
(Continued from page 2) the parishioners, are willing to share
others whom | have injured with my Your glad tidings. Tell us about a spe-
[t will cial happening, happy occasion, special
probably involve me trying to think of birthday, or anniversary, or graduation,
someone else first. This may be a harriedPromotion, or achievement. If you do
driver who cuts me off or a salesperson NOt Use a computer, write a note, in-

...This Christmas

who doesn’t know how the register clude your phone number, and send it
works. It will hopefully involve my seek-

to Good News Column, St. Mary Rec-

ing out a friend whom | have neglected. tory, Church Square, Franklin, MA
Yes, he or she could seek me out as well.02038. Those using e-mail, please for-
But this is about forgiveness and seeking Ward your good news tparishpublish-

out others first and not waiting for others INa@stmaryfranklin.org Use “Good
to make the first move. News Column” as the subject line.

This Christmas | plan to speak my love,
speak it again and to speak it once again.
Before | can do that, | am going to for-
give others. Forgiving others is a gift

...Fr. Brian

(Continued from page 3)
positive and warm words and
thoughts.

leads to love. Love is the greatest gift of

all. Priests know that it takes one parish

cycle (September to June) for priests
to adjust to their new assignments. |
thank you for your patience,
graciousness, constant kindness and
helpful service as Father Frank and |
try to serve the Lord as best we can
and pastorally lead our community of
faith.




By Father Frank Campo In the Tender Compassion of Our God

“In the tender compassion of await Christ's arrival who appeared odNg of light symbolically within the

our God, the dawn from on high the earth over two thousand years ag&trkness, reminding people that Christ
shall break upon usThese most beauti- How can we pine away for Him whomS the light and life of the world which
ful words of Zachariah form an ancient we receive so often in the Eucharist? Wdispels all darkness.
hymn of praise and thanksgiving to Goq. do so by not longing for His advent inrh. Blessed Virgin Mary desired,
Th_ey have_ become part of the Church s the flesh; but we can Ion_g for! do Yearfhnged for, and awaited the birth of the
daily Morning Prayer. Zachariah praised for, and do fervently desire His comingsyn of God and her Son, Jesus Christ.
God for his wonderful works. He gave In grace. Our awaiting reflects hers. The great

g:)?]nlssogr:\élrlget% acz)(t)iitf(\)/\r/htg?/v gijrltg porfe 2;6 The days have grown short already, fyama of thr_e Christmas cycle is at
’ ’ winter fast approaches. Nature’s annu&@nd, preparing the way for the ulti-

tggdw?ésfsg hcl:?]rsisotn ?ﬁ;ﬁ,ﬁ,‘; ftrr;)emS(c)Jrr: of cycle is woven around light and life. Thénate drama of Easter.

high,” which broke upon ancient Israel, '9ht of Spring, of Summer, of the Fallyere 4t St Mary's in Frankiin, Fr.
has broken upon the world through the seems 1o be of the p.ast, yetout of nightigrian and | await the sharing of Ad-
ages. It breaks upon us every day, magm_darkness comes life; out of death COM&Snt, joyfully at one with our mutual

fied during Advent. The dawn is none life. The Church has its own cycle of o\, found parish family. The holy
other than Jesus Christ.

H H 1
light and life. Thus, on November 29 longing of Advent enlightens all our
the First Sunday of Advent, candles will;,as and we will be brought to the

This is the message of Advernd which decorate the Advent wreath, four threshold of Christmas rejoicing that
we respond from the loving depths of our them, one lit each week of the fouk,. | ordis near, knowing thain the
hearts, Marantha! Come Lord Jestis weeks of Advent until, on the last Weektender compassion of our God, the
We await His arrival. Yet how can we the candles are all ablaze. It is the COMYawn on high shall break upon us.”

...Families Corner

(Continued from page 2) correspondence, our prayers, and our Which started over twenty years ago with
must integrate our beliefs with how we live votes. In time, through the electoral proc- Father Raymond Fournier as the chap-
our lives; you cannot be a Catholic and ess, we could change the minds and hearts!ain, meets every month, and is open to
oppose the Church’s teaching on this fun-of pro-abortion Catholic politicians by ~anyone willing to work for life. Parish-

damental principle. Human dignity depends converting them or replacing them. ioners can get involved in many of the
on embracing the value of human life, . ) activities the committee promotes, such
phasize both ends of the spectrum, the ung, = “Fa S March for Life in Washington, DC on
born and the elderly. ' January 22, annually

Committee: The United States Conference \walk for Mothers and Children in Bos-
Weave: How do you explain the variety of of Catholic Bishops Secretariat of Pro-Life ton, the first Sunday of October, annu-
opinions Catholic national and state legisla- Activities, under the guidance and direc- gy
tors seem to hold on abortion? tion of the Committee on Pro-Life Activi- Annual baby shower for new mothers
The Church is clear on Her teaching on ties has a great pro-life platform which can sponsored within the Parish
life: Human life must be respected and be found athttp://www.usccb.org/prolife/ Annual Mother's Day rose fundraiser
protected absolutely from the moment of Another good source of information is the \yithin the Parish
conception. (Catechism, paragraph 2270)organization Priests for Life which can be  Essay contest on Life Issues for college
Since the first century the Church has af-found at http://pristsforlife.org/ Father students within the Parish
firmed the moral evil of every procured Pavone, who can be viewed on EWTN  gponsor a Rose for Life in the upper
abortion. This teaching has not changed,every Friday night at 10:00 pm and at other znd lower Churches
and remains unchangeable, even thougHimes, is the founder of Priests for Life.  praying for pro-life causes especially
politicians’ views often change. As Catho- EWTN is available on line athttp:// during Holy Hours at St. Mary's Church.
lics, we have the privilege and duty to par- www.ewtn.com/ Two other sources of Special events , e.g., speakers such as
ticipate in the electoral process. The Re-good information are the American Life Father Richard Hogan and Dr. Peter
spect Life committee wants to educate theLeague whose website s http:// Kreeft and entertainers such as Dana,
Catholics who may not be informed on www.all.org/ and the National Right to  appearing at St. Mary’s Church
these issues. In time we hope to see d.ife Committee ahttp://www.nrlc.org/
change in heart by those politicians who
while calling themselves Catholics, con-
tinue to vote against life. As John Paul Il
reminded us, it is counter-cultural to stand
for life, but we must help rebuild our soci-
ety from a culture of death to a culture of
life through education, reasoned discussion,
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

'Weave: How can St. Mary's parishioners When we carry this message to others,
get involved with pro-life activity in the  We do so with love, the love of Christ for

Parish or nearby? Is there any opportunity @l humanity. We welcome everyone to

to support your organization for those who 10N Us in advancing the Church's

can't attend your meetings? “Gospel of Life!”

Committee: Our parish organization,
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St. Mary's was happy to say welcome
back, if only for a short visit, to one
of its “alumni,” Father Stephen J.
Linehan. This parish was Father Line-
han’s first assignment as a newly or-
dained priest.

By Anne King

“Its nice to be back to the parish
where | learned to be a priest,” Father
Linehan said. “It's gratifying to get
reacquainted with those who remem-
ber me, and it’s interesting to see the
changes in the parish and the town.”

Father Linehan was transferred to St.
Margaret-Mary Parish in Westwood
from here, and then went on to St
Francis of Assisi in Medford. Then
came the big change. In 1987, he be-
gan his full-time service as a chaplain
in the United States Navy. His Naval
career began with a two-year assign-
ment in Guam. Service aboard the
USS Forestall followed. He then min-
istered to a group of Naval ships in

Welcome Back!

Long Beach, Calif., before continuing
on to the Naval Service Force in San
Diego, Calif.

Father Linehan (1977)

Father Linehan was then transferred
to a United States Marine base in Oki-
nawa, Japan, where he was stationed
from 1995-1996. His next tour of
duty, 1996-1999, was at the Naval
Training Center in Newport, R.L
From there, he went to Washington,
D.C. from 1999-2002. His service
then took him to New Orleans, on to
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Kanehoe, Hawaii, and then to his final
port at the Naval Air Station in Rota,
Spain. He is scheduled to retire from
the Navy in January 2010.

Discussing his life as a Navy chaplain,
Father Linehan said, “For service men
and women, whose lives are constantly
mobile and in flux, the chaplain is a
connection, a home away from home.
As they deal with adversity, the chap-
lain teaches them to know God better.
They appreciate it, and show it by
showing up. | get to witness the quiet,
personal reconciliation.”

Father Linehan also spoke about the
Navy, noting that it is the teamwork,

planning and organization that enable
things to happen.

Father Brian, our pastor, and Father
Linehan have been friends for many
years. In the spirit of friendship, Father
Linehan was here to offer Father Brian
the opportunity to use some overdue
vacation days.
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